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 � Christian History 

Executive editor’s note
“We wanted the magazine to intro-
duce lay people to church history, 
perhaps to become a resource for 
adult-education classes. Mostly, we 
wanted to create an appetite, a hunger 
for knowing the history of the church.” 
	     That was the vision of our founder, 
Ken Curtis, for Christian History. 

I, Michelle, first read these words 
three years ago when our managing 
editor, Jennifer, shared an article 
called: “The History Behind Chris-
tian History.” It appeared in issue 
#36 as an interview with Ken from 
1992, published just after I was born 

(the bio notes, “He recently became a grandfather”). 
In addition to his founding vision, my grandfather 

also recounts heart-warming anecdotes about how the 
magazine got off the ground, including some Phil-
lies tickets that convinced a professional journalist to 
spend three days in town working around the clock to 
help meet the magazine deadline (as well as enjoying 
the game). 

Ken Curtis, our dad (Bill) and grandfather (Michelle), 
loved Christian history. He so fervently desired to share 
the story of the church that he founded this magazine in 
1982 in spite of many warnings of failure. He was not an 
expert in church history; his PhD was in media and com-
munication. But he loved the church and had a passion 
for sharing the church’s story with all Christians. 

Forty years later it is a joy and honor to see his passion 
project flourishing—teaching the story of the church to 
the people of the church. Though much seemed stacked 
against it, God’s grace has allowed us to continue for 144 
issues of Christian History and counting.

With this special fortieth-anniversary issue, we are 
delighted to honor Ken’s memory and celebrate God’s 
faithfulness by overviewing the whole scope of Chris-
tian history in images. From the beginning, Ken wrote 
that the magazine should use “ample illustrations and 

graphics,” and we imagine him chuckling from heaven 
as we put a new spin on that intention. 

Church history made him wise
In 1999 Ken gave a talk at Christian European Visual 
Media Association (CEVMA) on 17 things we learn 
from church history. As we read through that list all 
these years later (available on our website), we see how 
studying church history made him wise. 

He wrote that church history teaches us to expect 
God to work over centuries, rather than to think we 
see God’s whole plan in an individual lifetime. He 
noted how church history confirms what Scripture 
makes clear: the last shall be first; God works through 
our weakness; and in the people and eras that seem 
vulnerable, humble, or weak, God is often at work in 
ways we don’t expect. He said that repentance for the 
sins of our Christian past is essential and yet we can 
be confident no objection or threat against the church 
can be raised that we haven’t faced before. As Jesus 
said—the gates of hell have not and will not prevail 
against the church. 

We hope that this issue’s visual tour through two 
millennia of church history will instill in you what Ken 
wanted for all of us—pride, as well as humility and 
repentance, in our shared story. We hope that you will 
come away from this issue with trust in our God who 
has been faithful from one generation to the next, yet 
wary of presumption since we cannot see the whole of 
God’s big picture. We hope this issue will grow your 
appetite to learn and savor Christian history as your 
own family history and maybe even inspire you to 
share these stories and images with others.

Most of all we hope this issue will point you to 
the faithfulness of God who 
has sustained the church 
through each generation.    C H 

Bill Curtis and  
Michelle Curtis

A. Kenneth Curtis
(1940 - 2011)

https://christianhistoryinstitute.org/magazine/article/history-behind-christian-history
https://christianhistoryinstitute.org/magazine/article/history-behind-christian-history
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Managing editor’s note

We thank the many readers who support this ministry, making it 
possible for us to provide Christian History in print. Please visit  
www.ChristianHistoryMagazine.org to renew or begin a subscrip-
tion to Christian History.

Find Christian History on Facebook as ChristianHistoryMagazine, or ​visit  

www.christian​historymagazine.org. ​Read daily stories about events in church history at  

www.christianhistoryinstitute.org/today. For Twitter, use @christiaHistory, and for  

Instagram, @christianhistorymagazine.

 Don’t miss our next issue, a look at famed Reformation-era scholar, humanist, and 

reformer Erasmus of Rotterdam.

Almost exactly 31 years ago, I received in my college 
mailbox the thirty-first issue of a magazine I had just 
subscribed to (the old-fashioned way—with a check 
sent in an envelope with a stamp!). It was Christian 
History’s issue on “The Golden Age of Hymns.” 

Almost exactly 20 years ago, Chris Armstrong, at 
that point the managing editor of CH during 
its sojourn at Christianity Today, asked me 
to write a 450-word gallery piece on Oxford 
for issue #78 on J. R. R. Tolkien. (Until we hit 
issue #139, in which we profiled a number of 
colleges and universities, I think that was the 
only time CH had ever included a place in the 
gallery.) 

That request sparked a decade of my writing 
for the magazine and its associated websites. I 
still remember the time in 2008 that then-editor Jen-
nifer Trafton sent me and Edwin to cover the Blessing 
of the Animals at St. John the Divine in New York 
City and someone brought a cockroach in a jar to be 
blessed. 

FORTY ISSUES AND COUNTING
Almost exactly 10 years ago, after a short stint proof-
reading CH 100 and 101 and guest-editing CH 102, 
I came on board as the managing editor halfway 
through CH 104—my first full issue was 105. (That 
makes this my fortieth full issue as editor.)

Ken Curtis’s vision for the magazine, to share the 
story of the church with the people of the church, 
impressed itself on me at a very young age (19, if 

you’re counting) and I have never forgotten it—nor, I 
sincerely hope, wavered from it. 

I believed then, and believe now, that it is difficult to 
get where Jesus wants us to go without knowing where 
he has already led us. We serve a God who became 
incarnate in history, as Ken wrote in our very first issue. 

We especially thank three people for their contribu-
tions to this issue. James D. Smith III, professor emeri-
tus at Bethel Seminary, and Joshua Robert Barron of 
the Association for Christian Theological Education in 
Africa contributed extensively to our lists of images and 
events. Max Pointner, our image researcher, wrote the 
main text of the issue (see p. 100 for more about Max).

As you look at this issue’s beautiful images, and 
remember the vision that has sustained this magazine for 

40 years, may you remember God’s work 
in ages past and may you be refreshed with 
hope for years to come.     C H 

Jennifer Woodruff Tait
Managing editor

An awareness of Christian history is one of the most 
neglected but necessary ingredients in the spiritual diet 
of Christians today. . . . The Scriptures continually call us 
to remember God’s work in ages past and this must now 
also include the working of our Lord through the centuries 
since the Scriptures were completed.—Ken Curtis

https://christianhistoryinstitute.org/magazine
https://christianhistoryinstitute.org/today
https://christianhistoryinstitute.org/magazine
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FAQs
things our readers often want to know

Why does CH do theme-based issues?
Our first three issues were published as companions 
to films and naturally focused on the subjects of the 
films they accompanied. Beginning with issue #4 on 

Zwingli, the editors decided to publish 
the magazine quarterly and to continue 
focusing on a single person, movement, 
or era of church history for each issue. 

Occasionally during the last 40 
years, an issue of CH has contained a few 
departments or sidebars that dealt with 
historical events, people, and objects out-
side the theme, but currently—as at the 
beginning—each issue focuses on only 
one theme. 

Where does CH get its articles? 
Normally, we commission articles from 
scholars who are experts in a given 
issue’s theme, identified in our issue 
planning meetings. We also keep a list 
of people who have written in express-
ing their desire to write for us, noting 
their background and areas of expertise, 

and we consult this list before every issue. (So, if you 
want to write for CH, email us and get on the list!) 
Finally, we have a small roster of journalists with a 
background and/or interest in church history and 
often turn to them for articles. 

The one thing we don’t do in the magazine is 
publish manuscripts that are sent to us without prior 
negotiation. We do occasionally ask people who send 
in unsolicited manuscripts to turn them into posts 
for our blog.

Why don’t you use footnotes?
As a popular magazine aimed at a lay audience, we’ve 
always kept the footnotes off the final page, though 
our scholars often provide them in drafts. We trust our 
authors to present up-to-date, accurate information 
and to handle their sources discerningly. Each issue’s 
scholar-advisor oversees the whole process and provides 
an important cross-check of content. In our Recom-
mended Resources pages, we list sources used and com-
mended by our scholars along with others we’ve become 
aware of through our study.  

Does CH have a denominational affiliation 
or A theological approach? 
Our current mission statement, representative of state-
ments  throughout our history, is: 

Christian History Institute seeks to bring the 
story of the church to the people of the church, to 
see the best in every Christian tradition, and to 
acknowledge the full and honest story of the church 
universal. 

Our only faith statement is the Apostles’ Creed. We do 
not require authors or issue advisors to subscribe to a 
faith statement (though many are Christians), but we ask 
them to write respectfully for a Christian audience. 

Do you have sponsored issues?
We do accept contributions of up to 50 percent of the 
cost of any given issue from charitable foundations and 
other nonprofits. We retain editorial control in any 
contracts. You can always tell if an issue has a sponsor 
because we will thank them in the editor’s letter. We 
also accept help from libraries and archives, who some-
times work with us to provide images at lower costs in 
exchange for copies of the issue to distribute.

Why do you have so many images?
We don’t always have as many images as in this issue, 
but (as you can read in our editors’ letters) Ken Cur-
tis felt convicted from the beginning that we should 
use “ample” illustrative material. Images can tell us 
what our brothers and sisters in the past looked like, 
how their churches were built, what they wore, what 
they kept in their homes, what they ate, and so much 
more. In addition we can see how people of different 
eras interpreted historical events through the way they 
chose to paint, draw, sculpt, engrave, and even embroi-
der them.

How many people are on your team?
We have 12 people on our team, some full-time and 
some part-time; they cover duties that include editing, 
writing, making layouts, fitting text in layouts, proof-
reading, selecting and acquiring images, and main-
taining our mailing list. Since issue #133 we’ve been 
doing a “meet the staff” feature on our Letters to the 
Editor page to introduce you to our team and our jour-
nalism interns. Check it out!     C H 

Isaac Fanous, icon of 
Athanasius, c. 1980 
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	 �  1–500 
	    Max Pointner

32 	   Past issues by the numbers
	   What stories has Christian History told in the past 40 years? 
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34	  Growth: The early Middle Ages
	  500–1000

Max Pointner
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   52    Influence: The high and late Middle Ages
	     1000–1500
	     Max Pointner

   74    Diffusion: The Reformation to the present
	     1500–2000

   Max Pointner

   98    Favorite Christian History issues
	     The CH team and friends each share three  
	      most-loved issues

 Also:	
• Executive editor’s note, inside front cover
• Managing editor’s note, p. 1 
• Historic Christian quotes, outside of foldout
• Resources, p. 96 
• Image credits, p. 100

Over 2,000 years of art and faith

https://christianhistoryinstitute.org/magazine
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Christian imagery from the earliest centuries of the church 
reveals that Christ’s early followers took his teachings 
to heart. Neither political persecution, nor the disparity 
between diverse cultures, nor even the tension of doctrinal 
disputes could limit the spread of Christianity from its 
very beginning. Indeed, by 52, the apostle Thomas had 
already reached western India with the good news of 
Jesus. When he was martyred about 20 years later, the 
very culture that killed him would celebrate the site of 
his grave, adorned by a tombstone (right, 4th c.) with a 
uniquely Indian rendering of the Hebrew saint. Such cross-
cultural likenesses are a hallmark of Christian depictions, 
from the clean-shaven, Apollo-esque Good Shepherd 
crowning a Roman catacomb fresco (above, 3rd c.), to a 
15th-c. Ethiopian illumination of Saint Mark (far right), 
with pen and bookmaking tools in hand. The early church 
was missional, flexible, often underground, and prioritized 
above all maintaining a historical connection with Jesus.

      
AD 1-500

Early church
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By the end of the 1st century, all of Christ’s apostles had died— 
most were martyred. While no early likenesses of the apostles 
exist, Christians would portray their deaths for the next two 
millennia. A medieval manuscript (far right, 879–883, Byzantine) 
features a compilation of apostolic martyrdoms. Below, a 
Russian church’s 12th-c. fresco depicts Paul—considered an 
apostle because of his encounter with Christ on the road to 
Damascus—​moments before his own beheading at the hands 
of the Roman emperor. Peter considered himself unworthy 
to die the same way that Jesus did; Masaccio’s painting of 
Peter’s upside-down crucifixion (right, 1426, Pisa) includes 
a unique Renaissance experiment with realism in religious 
painting. The halo around Peter’s head is foreshortened, 
submitted to the physical principles of perspective. The 
depictions of other apostolic martyrdoms here feature 
halos that are wholly spiritual, slid behind saintly heads and 
backgrounds. Clearly, Masaccio is thinking of the halo, and 
perhaps Peter’s sainthood, not as intangible but as physical.
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In 70 Roman general Titus crushed the First 
Jewish Revolt. After seizing Jerusalem from the 
revolutionary government, Titus looted and 
burned the temple to symbolize the rebellion’s 
failure, ending the final period of Jewish temple 
worship. Eleven years later Domitian erected the 
Arch of Titus (right, 81, Rome) to commemorate 
Roman victory over this provincial coup. The 
interior walls, which are still standing today, 
feature reliefs of Titus marching victoriously 
home (below) and the desecration of the temple 
(far right). It must have been shocking to 1st-
c. Jews that all that remained of the liturgical 
instruments treasured in worship for hundreds 
of years—such as the golden lampstand first 
described to Moses for tabernacle use (Exodus 
25)—were their depictions on a monument of 
Roman military propaganda—and that this 
monument was not even in Jerusalem but in 
pagan Rome. Writers like Justin Martyr (one of his 
4th-c. manuscripts is pictured below right) saw this 
desecration as a sign of God’s rejection of Israel, 
an idea that would fuel Christian anti-Semitism 
for millennia. The sacking of Jerusalem forced 
the early church to continue extending the reach 
of the gospel outside of Jesus’s own homeland.
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The Alexamenos Graffito (c. 200, Rome, below) shows that 
Christianity endured not only waves of official persecution, 
but unofficial mockery as well. Discovered on a wall of the 
Paedagogium, where royal slaves were trained, this image of 
a man at the foot of a cross bearing a donkey-headed figure 
is captioned in ancient Greek, “Alexamenos worships god.” 
Scholars think it likely that this earliest-known visual rendering 
of a crucifixion was created to caricature the countercultural 
faith celebrating the ignominious death of Jesus Christ. If 
slaves like Alexamenos needed courage to endure the ridicule 
of fellow servants, thinkers like Justin Martyr needed it too. 
He presented his apologetic treatises defending his faith 
before the emperor, the Roman senate, Greek and Jewish 
philosophers, and Roman magistrates (can you spot these 
events in this 1995 icon of Justin Martyr at left?). While 
thinkers like Irenaeus (right) also clarified doctrinal orthodoxy 
at this time, waves of official persecution drove churches 
in some cities literally underground. Even there, Christian 
culture flourished through catacomb paintings (below right).
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The frontier town of Europos (named 
“Dura” in the Roman era for the hardy 
Roman garrison stationed there) was 
first settled in 300 BC and remained 
a major stop on both East-West trade 
endeavors and Persian travel. Resting 
on the edge of the Euphrates River in 
modern-day Syria, it was a cultural 
crossroads. By the 3rd century AD, it 
contained Greek temples, mystery 
cults, a Jewish synagogue, and one 
of the earliest and best-preserved 
house churches. With periodic waves 
of persecution sweeping the Roman 
world, house churches were central to 
Christian worship. Wealthy congregants 
hosted services within their walls 
and sometimes, as we see in Dura-
Europos, even designated rooms 
exclusively for their congregations. 
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From the main courtyard of this house, 
believers filed through a large doorway 
(above far left), then descended from one 
room into a low chamber (above center). 
Here remains the earliest known baptistry, 
equipped with a font big enough for full 
immersion. Over it is painted Christ as the 
Good Shepherd redeeming Adam and Eve 
(bottom center), and the adjacent walls 
illustrate the healing of the paralytic (far 
left), Jesus walking on water (near left), 
Mary Magdalene at Christ’s tomb, and Old 
Testament scenes. Invaders destroyed the 
city in 256, but excavations by Yale University 
in the 1920s (above) uncovered a vibrant 
center of Christian worship employing 
colorful images of biblical scenes. 
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A new systematic persecution of 
Christians erupted in 250 under 
Roman emperor Decius. To the 
right of his bust (c. 240) is one of the 
documents required from individuals 
to enforce pagan worship: a libellus, 
or “little story,” submitted to the 
government. This one certifies that 
an Egyptian woman and her daughter 
had made the proper Roman sacrifices 
and is signed by three witnesses. 
As illustrated by the man tracing a 
cross into the ground in the painting 
A Roman Holiday by Briton Rivière 
(bottom left, 1881), the public deaths 
of Christians exposed the strength 
of the underground church even, or 
especially, in adversity. Meanwhile, 
Christian theologians were trailblazing 

new practices and cementing old ones. 
Some devout believers like Antony 
(right) and the desert fathers (below) 
began early Christian monasticism by 
leaving the comforts and confusion 
of life in the world for an exile of 
spiritual poverty in the wilderness. 
Theologians such as exegetical scholar 
Origen, c. 185–254, shown in a 12th-
c. illumination (far left), helped to 
formalize the New Testament canon, 
using the proximity of books’ authors 
to Christ as the standard for inclusion. 
By the late 3rd century, the collection 
of books that believers had been 
reading and referencing for 150 years 
was already recognizable as the New 
Testament (left, late 3rd-c. manuscript 
of 1–2 Peter). 



16� Christian History 

In Scene of the Martyrdom of Early Christians 
(above), painted in 1885, Henryk Siemiradzki 
illustrates a Roman Empire containing great 
ethnic diversity. Indeed, by the late 3rd century, 
Rome was so large that Emperor Diocletian 
(above left, c. 300) sought to streamline 
imperial policy and simplify cultural norms. 
He divided his empire into four districts and 
recognized Christianity as such a significant 
counterculture that he ordered the last 
and most sweeping Roman persecution of 
Christians throughout the Mediterranean 
world. Diocletian stabilized Rome and even 
neighboring kingdoms, reestablishing Armenia 
between the Black and Caspian Seas under 
King Tiridates III in c. 287. But his staunch 
paganism also trickled into those realms. 

When Gregory the Illuminator, an Armenian 
refugee educated in the Cappadocian church, 
returned to his homeland as a royal assistant, 
Tiridates tortured and imprisoned him in a pit 
beside Mount Ararat for his attempts to share 
the gospel. Gregory survived there, forgotten, 
for 13 years while the king committed heinous 
acts. Rediscovered miraculously by Queen 
Ashkhen, Gregory returned from the pit to 
Tiridates; he shared with the whole royal court 
the news of Christ’s forgiveness (left, 16th-c. 
Armenian icon) and baptized the king in the 
Euphrates. In c. 314 Armenia became the first 
government to make Christianity its state 
religion. Today, on the slopes of Mount Ararat, 
the 7th-c. Nerses Chapel (right) stands over 
Gregory’s pit.
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For Christians who survived the 
Diocletian persecution, the purge 
seemed to stop as quickly as it had 
begun. In 311 Peter Martyr, Bishop 
of Alexandria (right, 10th-c. Byzantine 
illumination), was memorably 
martyred by soldiers who so revered 
the holy man that they had to bribe 
one another to accomplish the deed. 
But the very next year, 312, Roman 
power struggles between the districts 
Diocletian had created culminated in 
a final battle between Constantine 
(center right, fragments of 4th-c. statue) 
and Maxentius at Milvian Bridge. 
Constantine’s victory immediately 
changed the lives of Roman Christians. 
As reported by the historian Eusebius, 
Constantine received a vision from 
God before the battle instructing him 
to paint the Greek initials of Christ 
(☧) on his battle flag. The emperor 
memorialized the Battle of Milvian 
Bridge on his Triumphal Arch in Rome 
(below), believing he had conquered 
by this sign. More important, he signed 
the Edict of Milan in 313, legalizing 
Christianity. Constantine’s investment 
in the church did not stop there but 
included the funding and construction 
of St. Peter’s Basilica for the city’s 
bishop (far right, 16th-c. fresco). This 
original cathedral would stand for 
over a thousand years and define the 
Vatican as a political and religious 
center. Its site remains the papal seat of 
the Roman Catholic Church.
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Perhaps Constantine’s most important contribution to Christianity 
was convening the Council of Nicaea in 325 (right, 18th-c. icon, 
Romania). Shortly after persecution ended, debates within the church 
over the nature of God the Father and God the Son began dividing 
believers. In 318 Arius of Alexandria claimed that while Jesus was 
endowed with divine power, he was not innately divine or eternal, but 
a special creation of God the Father. The emperor wanted to settle 
the issue once and for all and summoned clerical representatives to 
Nicaea to clarify christology. The result was the Nicene Creed (above 
center, transcribed on a 5th-c. papyrus fragment), a clear statement 
of faith in Jesus as the “only son of God, God from God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, begotten not made.” Depictions of Nicaea, 
such as the one at right, often show Arius crumpled at the feet of 
the orthodox delegates. In c. 330 King Mirian III and Queen Nana 
of Iberia (above) became Christians through the evangelization of 
the missionary Nino, further establishing the Georgian Orthodox 
Church originally planted by Andrew. At the same time, scribes were 
writing the oldest surviving complete Bible, the Codex Sinaiticus 
(above right, mid-4th c.). Preserved in St. Catherine’s Monastery 
(far right) next to Mount Sinai until its rediscovery in the 1700s, it 
contains the Old and New Testaments and the Apocrypha in Greek.
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It’s easy for Westerners to conflate early 
church history with late Roman history, but as 
we’ve seen, kingdoms outside of Rome had 
their own interactions with Christianity. In 333 
the kingdom of Aksum (modern-day Ethiopia) 
adopted Christianity under King Ezana (left, 
mid-4th-c. coin). Athanasius (below, 16th-c. 
icon) consecrated the Aksumite bishop, 
Frumentius. Though the Council of Nicaea 
had rejected Arius’s teachings, the Arian 
heresy remained popular throughout the 
church; Athanasius, along with Ambrose 
(below left, 4th-c. mosaic, Milan—probably an 
actual likeness of the saint!), was one of the 
few voices defending Christ’s divinity. In 
reaction to so many surrounding kingdoms 
adopting Christianity, Persia, which had been 
pushed out of Armenia by Rome in the early 
4th century, began the most intense ancient 
persecution of Christians in 340 under Shapur 
II (right, 4th-c. silver plate). The purge, worse 
than that of Diocletian 30 years before in the 
West, lasted until Shapur’s death in 379, as did 
his hostility toward an increasingly Eastern-
centered Roman Empire.
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As the Roman Empire became increasingly 
divided between East and West, each with 
its own emperor and capital city, Basil the 
Great of Caesarea was writing early rules for 
monastics. Unlike Antony’s hermetic (solitary) 
monasticism, Basil practiced cenobitic 
(communal) asceticism, inspired by the Coptic 
desert communes of Pakhom (Pachomius). 
He founded a community in Annesai around 
358, near this Pontic monastery from the 
same period (below left, modern Turkey). 
Basil and his brother Gregory of Nyssa (left, 
10th-c. fresco, Turkey), sister Macrina, and 
friend Gregory of Nazianzus continued to fight 
Arianism, still theologically and politically 
divisive; Ulfilas, a missionary to the Goths, 
who translated a Gothic Bible (below, 5th-c. 
copy) in 370, was claimed by Arian and Nicene 
Christians alike. Byzantine emperor Valens, 
ruling from 364–378, subscribed to Arianism 
and persecuted Nicene Catholics; his successor, 
Theodosius I, influenced by Gregory of 
Nazianzus (right, 9th-c. Byzantine manuscript), 
pronounced Nicene Christianity the norm. 
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In 380 Theodosius I made Christianity his empire’s 
official state religion. The next year he convened the 
Council of Constantinople (below, 18th-c. painting, 
Romania), which clarified the Nicene Creed. But 
Theodosius had his flaws: in 390, the emperor reacted 
to a provincial political murder by ordering the 
massacre of 7,000 civilians. Bishop Ambrose (see p. 22) 
demonstrated that ecclesiastical power could hold 
its own over the state when he excommunicated the 
king, demanding penance. The king repented before 
Ambrose wearing sackcloth and sprinkled with ashes. 
Ambrose also discipled Augustine, who converted from 
Manicheism, a gnostic cult following the platonist Mani 
(right, 3rd-c. crystal seal). While Augustine chronicled 
his spiritual journey to Jesus in Confessions, his works 
after his conversion would become legendary. This 
Renaissance fresco (far right) depicts (counterclockwise 
from bottom left panel) his contemplation of the 
Scriptures, his baptism by Ambrose in 386, his 
renowned scholarship, and his shrewd evangelism.
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A 15th-c. illuminator shows Jerome (above), the patron saint 
of scholars, leaving behind his desert study to deepen his life 
in Christ. Jerome translated the Old and New Testaments 
into vernacular “vulgar” Latin in 405, and “The Vulgate” 
would be the standard Catholic Bible for over 1,000 years. 
Life as a hermit was brutal for Jerome, whose academic skills 
and mastery of an elite imperial language were of little use 
in the seemingly God-forsaken wilderness. Jerome battled 
temptation and despair, clinging to Jesus through prayer 
and fasting. But his exile also opened new doors for the born 
scholar: he studied Hebrew with a monk who had converted 
from Judaism, learned Greek and Syriac from travelers 

passing through the desert, and began to correspond with 
the wider world through an extensive network of letter 
writing. The faith of Patrick (above, 20th-c. mosaic, Ireland) 
also intensified in the wilderness. He developed a heart for 
Ireland while enslaved there and returned to evangelize 
the Celts, performing a miracle on the hill of Slane in 433 to 
destroy heathen idols. The flourishing Celtic church nurtured 
a unique culture of Christian spirituality and practice. 
Meanwhile, the Council of Chalcedon (right) further clarified 
christological theology in 451—but also created the first 
major rift in Christianity between the Coptic Church and its 
northern neighbors.
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When the Council of Chalcedon 
affirmed the doctrine that Christ had 
two natures—divine and human—many 
northern Monophysite Christians (those 
who believed he only had one divine 
nature) decided to travel south to Africa 
where the Coptic Church also held this 
view. Arriving in Ethiopia in 494, the 
“Nine Saints” strengthened the church 
in the Aksumite Empire, establishing 
monastic communities and leaving 
behind a colorful visual culture. One of 
the nine, Abuna Yemata Guh, is said 
to have carved the remote church that 
shares his name out of a sandstone 
spire himself (below right; you can see 
the stepped path between the two rock 
formations and the entrance low in the 
side of the taller one). Standing 8,460 

feet above the valley below, it remains 
one of the most difficult churches 
to visit in the world and features a 
painting of the Nine Saints on its 
domed ceiling (below, 15th-c.). The 
earliest surviving complete illuminated 
manuscript in Christian history is also 
named for and attributed to one of the 
nine, Abba Garima. Scholars became 
aware of the Garima Gospels in the last 
century and dated them to around 500. 
These illuminated Gospels have likely 
survived in the same monastery since 
their creation and provide a valuable 
snapshot of Aksumite Christianity, 
language, and artistry. Shown here are 
Gospel writers Mark (right) and Matthew 
(far right), as well as the preserved 
original binding of one volume (left).
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 32� Christian History 

Past  issues  by  the  numbers
How many issues have  
we published on….?
The early church: 15 
The Middle Ages: 18 
The Reformation: 15 
The seventeenth-nineteenth centuries: 41 
The twentieth century: 17 
Multiple eras: 40

1 – Zinzendorf and the Moravians 
2 – John Wesley 
3 – John Wycliffe and the 
600th Anniversary of 
English Bible Translation  
4 – Zwingli: Father of the 
Swiss Reformation 
5 – Radical Reformation:  
The Anabaptists 
6 – Baptists
7 – C. S. Lewis
8 – Jonathan Edwards and 
the Great Awakening

9 �– �Heritage of Freedom: Dissenters, 
Reformers, and Pioneers

10 – Pietism
11 – John Bunyan and Pilgrim’s Progress
12 – John Calvin 
13 – Jan Amos Comenius
14 – Money in Christian History: Part 1
15 – Augustine
16 – William Tyndale
17 �– Women in the Early Church 
18 �– �The Millennium of  

 “Russian” Christianity
19 �– Money in Christian History: Part 2
20 �– Charles Grandison Finney

21 – Caspar Schwenckfeld 
von Ossig
22 – The Waldensians
23 – Spiritual Awaken-
ings in North America
24 – Bernard of Clairvaux
25 – The Unconventional 
Dwight L. Moody

26 – William &  
Catherine Booth
27 – Persecution in  
the Early Church
28 – 100 Most Important 
Events in Church History 
29 – Charles Spurgeon

30 – Women in the Medieval Church 
31 – The Golden Age of Hymns
32 – Dietrich Bonhoeffer
33 – Christianity & the Civil War 
34 – Martin Luther: The Early Years
35 – Christopher Columbus
36 �– ���William Carey and the  

Great Missions Century
37 – Worship in the Early Church 
38 – George Whitefield
39 – �Martin Luther: The Later Years  

and Legacy
40 – The Crusades
41 – The American Puritans

42 – Francis of Assisi
43 – How We Got Our Bible
44 – John Chrysostom
45 – Camp Meetings & 
Circuit Riders
46 – John Knox
47 – Paul & His Times

48 �– �Thomas Cranmer & the  
English Reformation 

49 – Everyday Faith in the Middle Ages
50 – Faith in the American Revolution
51 – Heresy in the Early Church
52 – Hudson Taylor & Missions to China
53 – �William Wilberforce and the  

Century of Reform
54 – Eastern Orthodoxy
55 – �The Monkey Trial & the Rise  

of Fundamentalism
56 – The Paradox of David Livingstone
57 – Converting the Empire
58 – The Rise of Pentecostalism
59 – The Life & Times of Jesus of Nazareth

60 – How the Irish Were Saved
61 – �The End: A History of the  

Second Coming
62 – �Bound for Canaan:  

Africans in America
63 – Severe Salvation: The Vikings
64 �– St. Antony & the Desert Fathers
65 �– �Ten Most Influential Christians  

of the 20th Century
66 – How the West Was Really Won

67 – Augustine
68 – Jan Hus
69 – Charles and John 
Wesley
70 – Dante’s Guide to 
Heaven and Hell
71 – Huguenots and the 
Wars of Religion

72 �– How We Got Our History
73 – Thomas Aquinas
74 �– Christians & Muslims
75 – G. K. Chesterton
76 – �The Christian Face of the  

Scientific Revolution
77 – Jonathan Edwards
78 – J. R. R. Tolkien
79 – �African Apostles: Black Evangelists  

in Africa
80 �– The First Bible Teachers
81 – John Newton
82 – Phoebe Palmer
83 �– �Mary in the Imagination  

of the Church
84 – Pilgrims & Exiles: 
Mennonites, Amish,  
and Brethren
85 – The Council of Nicaea
86 – George MacDonald
87– India: A Faith of  
Many Colors

88 – C. S. Lewis
89 �– Richard Baxter & the English Puritans
90 �– Adoniram & Ann Judson 
91 – Michelangelo (continued on page 33)



China. Irish missionary-monk Aidan of 
Lindisfarne arrives in Northumbria, leading to 
the conversion of the Anglo-Saxons.

— �657 Nun and leader Hilda founds Whitby 
Abbey.

— �663 The Synod of Whitby aligns the English 
church with Rome.

— �716 Boniface begins his missionary career.

— �732 At the Battle of Tours, the Frankish general 
Charles Martel halts a Muslim invasion.

— �780 The “Nestorian Stele” is erected near 
Xi’an telling the story of 150 years of 
Christianity in China.

— �780 Timothy I of Baghdad becomes 
Catholicos of the Church of the East.

— �800 Charlemagne is crowned Holy Roman 
Emperor.

— �863 Cyril and Methodius are invited to share 
the gospel in Great Moravia.

— �910 The monastery at Cluny is founded, 
beginning a reform movement. 

— �988 Vladimir I, ruler of Kievan Rus’, adopts 
Christianity.

— �999–1000 Iceland accepts Christianity.

— �1054 The East-West (Greek-Latin) Schism is 
formalized through mutual excommunications.

— �1093 Anselm is named archbishop of 
Canterbury.

— �1095 Pope Urban II launches the First 
Crusade.

— �1115 Bernard founds a monastery at 
Clairvaux.

— �1136 Nun, writer, and composer Hildegard  
of Bingen is elected mother superior of her 
convent.

— �c. 1150 Lombard compiles his Sentences.  

— �1144–1160 Gothic style begins in France.

— �c. 1160–1200 Christ Church Cathedral in 
Oxford is constructed.

— �1181 King Lalibela is enthroned as emperor of 
Ethiopia. His people will build beautiful 
churches during his reign.

— �1208 Francis of Assisi renounces wealth.

— �1211 Santiago de Compostela Basilica is built.

— �1215 Innocent III calls the Fourth Lateran 
Council.

— �1223 Influenced by the Franciscans, Elizabeth 
of Hungary begins charitable works.

— �1272 Thomas Aquinas concludes his work on 
Summa Theologiae.

— �1373 Julian of Norwich receives the visions 
that prompt her work Showings.

— �1377–1378 Catherine of Siena writes The 
Dialogue of Divine Providence.

— �1378 The Great Papal Schism begins—it will 
last until 1417.

— �1380 Disciples of John Wycliffe form the 
Lollard movement.

— �c. 1400 Andrei Rublev writes the Trinity icon.

— �c. 1400–1500 The Italian Renaissance 
transforms art, literature, and social mores.

— �1453 Constantinople falls to Sultan Mehmed 
II of the Ottoman Empire.

— �1456 Gutenberg produces the first printed 
Bible.

— �1480 The Spanish Inquisition begins.

— �1492 Columbus reaches North America.

— �1506 Mvemba Nzinga (Afonso I), a devout 
Christian, becomes king of Kongo.

— �1511 Antonio de Montesinos preaches a 
sermon criticizing Spanish abuses in 
Hispaniola. 

— �1514 Bartolomé de las Casas, priest and 
colonist, has a change of heart regarding 
indigenous slavery; he later publishes A Short 
Account of the Destruction of the Indies.

— �1517 Luther writes the 95 Theses.

— �1521 At the Diet of Worms, Luther refuses to 
recant his ideas. 

— �1527 A group of Swiss Anabaptists produces 
the Schleitheim Confession.

— �1529 At the Colloquy of Marburg, 
Zwingli and Luther cannot reach 
agreement in their views on the Eucharist. 

— �1530 The Augsburg Confession, written 
largely by Philipp Melanchthon, expresses 
Lutheran beliefs.

— �1534 The Act of Supremacy establishes 
the king as the head of the church in 
England.

— �1536 John Calvin publishes Institutes of 
the Christian Religion.

— �1540–1560 Saint Francis Xavier 
undertakes missionary journeys.

— �1545 The Council of Trent begins.

— �1549 The first Book of Common Prayer is 
published.

— �1559 John Knox returns to Scotland.

— �1562 Teresa of Ávila opens a strict 
convent, sparking Carmelite reform. In 
1567 Juan de la Cruz joins her reform 
movement.

— �1590 The dome of Saint Peter’s Basilica is 
finished.

— �1601 Jesuit missionary Matteo Ricci 
becomes the first Westerner invited into 
the Forbidden City in Beijing.

— �1605 Robert de Nobili arrives in India 
and follows Ricci’s contextual approach to 
Christian missions.

— �1611 The Authorized Version, or King 
James Bible, is published.

— �1678 John Bunyan publishes Pilgrim’s 
Progress.

— �1738 John and Charles Wesley have 
profound spiritual experiences that spark 
the Methodist movement.

— �1792 William Carey publishes An 
Enquiry into the Obligations of Christians 
to Use Means for the Conversion of the 
Heathens.

— �1794  Saint Herman of Alaska begins 
Orthodox missionary work in Alaska.

— �1795 The London Missionary Society is 
founded. 

— �1807 Parliament forbids the slave trade in 
the British Empire—the result, in part, of 
Christian activism for abolition.

— �1816 Richard Allen founds the African 
Methodist Episcopal Church.

— �1833  John Keble preaches the sermon 
“National Apostasy,” considered to be the 
beginning of the Oxford Movement.

— �1843 Phoebe Palmer publishes The Way 
of Holiness. 

— �1854 Hudson Taylor arrives in China. 

— �1864 Nigerian Samuel Ajayi Crowther is 
consecrated an Anglican bishop.

— �1868 The First Vatican Council begins.

— �1875 The first Keswick Convention meets.

— �1885 Executions of a number of 
Catholics and Anglicans, later honored as 
martyrs, begin in Uganda.

— �1904 A large revival begins in Wales. 

— �1905 Revival breaks out at Pandita 
Ramabai’s Mukti Mission in India.

— �1906 The revival sparking the Pentecostal 
movement breaks out at Azusa Street in 
California. 

— �1907 Inspired by the Welsh Revival and 
other movements, revival breaks out in 
Pyongyang, Korea.

— �1910 The World Missionary Conference 
takes place in Edinburgh.

— �1929 Revival begins in what is now 
Rwanda and spreads for over two decades. 

— �1944 Corrie Ten Boom is released from 
Ravensbrück concentration camp.

— �1950 Mother Theresa begins the 
Missionaries of Charity.

— �1957 Martin Luther King Jr. gives the 
opening prayer at a Billy Graham crusade, 
the beginning of a friendship between the 
two influential ministers. 

— �1962 The Second Vatican Council begins. 

— �1978 John Paul II is elected pope.

— ��52 The apostle Thomas reaches India.

— �58 Mark is credited with organizing 
the church of Alexandria.

— �65 Peter is executed.

— �70 Titus destroys Jerusalem.

— �150 Justin Martyr publishes his First 
Apology.

— �180 Irenaeus publishes Against Heresies.

— �c. 200 Alexamenos graffito mocks 
Christians.

— �203 Felicity and Perpetua are 
martyred.

— �215 Origen begins writing.

— �233–256 A house is converted for 
worship in Dura Europos, the 
earliest house church excavated.

— �250 Empire wide persecution rages 
under Emperor Decius.

— �270 Antony goes into the desert.

— �299 Diocletian persecutes the 
church.

— �301 Gregory the Illuminator brings 
Christianity to Armenia.

— �313 Constantine and Licinius issue 
the Edict of Milan.

— �319 Georgia adopts Christianity.

— �c. 320 Pakhom (Pachomius) 
establishes a communal form of 
monasticism in the deserts of Egypt.

— �325 First Council of Nicaea is held.

— �333 Aksum embraces Christianity.

— �c. 325–360 Codex Sinaiticus is 
copied.

— �c. 340–397 Mosaic of Ambrose is 
made in the Milan church of St. 
Ambrogio, probably from life.

— �340 Shapur II of Persia launches a 
persecution against Christians.

— �350 Ephrem the Syrian, theologian 
and hymn writer, founds the School 
of Nisibis, arguably the world’s first 
university.

— �c. 350 Syncletica of Alexandria, early 
desert mother, dies. 

— �356 Athanasius writes the Life of 
Antony.

— �358 Basil the Great founds a 
monastery in Cappadocia.

— �367 Athanasius writes a letter that 
formalizes the New Testament canon.

— �370 Gregory of Nazianzus preaches his 
Five Theological Orations.

— �379 Famous monastic leader Macrina 
the Younger dies.

— �370 Ulfilas completes translation of the 
Bible from Greek into Gothic.

— �380 Theodosius makes Christianity 
the state religion of Rome. 

— �381 First Council of Constantinople is 
held.

— �386 Augustine converts to Christianity.

— �405 Jerome completes the Vulgate.

— �433 Patrick lights a fire on the Hill of 
Slane, prompting Irish conversion.

— �451 The Council of Chalcedon is held.

— �c. 494 The “Nine Saints” arrive in 
Ethiopia.

— �529 Justinian publishes his law code.

— �537 Hagia Sophia is built.

— �540 Benedict writes his monastic rule.

— �563 Columba founds a monastery in 
Iona, Scotland.

— �590 Gregory the Great becomes pope.

— �635 Alopen, a Syrian or Persian 
Christian, arrives in the capital of Tang 

 2,000 years of Christian history
The Christian History Timeline

Events, people, and movements featured in this issue

Christ and the Woman with the 
Issue of Blood, Catacombs of 
Marcellinus and Peter, 4th c.

The Dunois Master, The Martyrdom of 
St. Mark the Evangelist, c. 1443–1445 Krak des Chevaliers (Crusader Castle), Syria, 13th c.

Giotto, St Francis Preaching  
before Honorius III, early 14th c.

Illustration by Etienne DuPérac of design by 
Michelangelo for Saint Peter’s Basilica, 1569

World Council of Churches 
Headquarters sculpture,  
Geneva, 1968

Jaume Huguet, The Crucifixion 
of Saint Peter, 14th c.

Madonna and Child with Constantine  
and Justinian, Hagia Sophia, 10th c. Innocent III and Arnold of Cîteaux, c. 1200 –1250
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Let us all, brothers, consider the Good Shepherd who  
to save His sheep bore the suffering of the Cross.  
—Francis of Assisi (c. 1181–1226) ITALY

As in heaven Thy will is punctually performed,  
so may it be done on earth by all creatures, 
particularly in me and by me. 
—Elizabeth of Hungary (1207–1231) HUNGARY

Now to unite men to God perfectively belongs to  
Christ, through whom men are reconciled to God. 
—Thomas Aquinas (1225–1274) ITALY

Jesus. . .answered by this word and said: It behoved  
that there should be sin; but all shall be well, and all  
shall be well, and all manner of thing shall be well.— 
—Julian of Norwich (c. 1342–c. 1416) ENGLAND

Even so was Christ powerless on the cross, and  
yet he was most mighty there and overcame sin,  
death, world, hell, devil, and all ill. 
—Martin Luther (1483–1546) GERMANY

This is the gospel, that sins are remitted in the name 
of Christ; and no heart ever received tidings more 
glad. — Huldrych Zwingli (1484–1531) SWITZERLAND

True Christian believers are sheep among  
wolves, sheep for the slaughter. 
—Conrad Grebel (c. 1498–1526) SWITZERLAND

Wherever we see the word of God purely preached  
and heard, and the sacraments administered  
according to Christ’s institution, there, it is not to  
be doubted, a church of God exists. 
—John Calvin (1509–1564) FRANCE, SWITZERLAND

O my God and Lord, deliver me from all evil and 
be pleased to lead me to that place where all good 
things are to be found.—Teresa of Ávila (1515–
1582) SPAIN

After Christ’s example I forgive my persecutors.  
I do not hate them. I ask God to have pity on all,  
and I hope my blood will fall on my fellow men as a 
fruitful rain.—Paul Miki (c. 1562–1597) JAPAN

When we serve the poor and the sick, we serve 	
           Jesus. —Rose of Lima (1586–1617) PERU

Indeed it is in God we live, and move, and have our 
being. We cannot draw a breath without his help. 
—Jonathan Edwards (1703–1758) UNITED STATES

I felt my heart strangely warmed. I felt I did trust in 
Christ, Christ alone, for salvation; and an assurance  
was given me that He had taken away my sins, even 
mine, and saved me from the law of sin and death. 
—John Wesley (1703–1791) ENGLAND

It is necessary that the Holy Spirit enter our heart. 
Everything good that we do, that we do for Christ, is 
given to us by the Holy Spirit, but prayer most of all, 
which is always available to us. 
—Seraphim of Sarov (1754–1833) RUSSIA

The gate of Heaven is very low; only the humble can 
enter it.—Elizabeth Ann Seton (1774–1821) UNITED STATES

The question is not, What have I been? or What do  
I expect to be? But, Am I now trusting in Jesus to 
save to the uttermost? If so, I am now saved from all 
sin.—Phoebe Palmer (1807–1874) UNITED STATES

A life totally committed to God has nothing  
to fear, nothing to lose, nothing to regret. 
—Pandita Ramabai (1858–1922) INDIA

There is no pit so deep that God’s love is not deeper still. 
—Corrie Ten Boom (1892–1983) THE NETHERLANDS

Without poverty of spirit there can be no abundance  
of God.—Óscar Romero (1917–1980) EL SALVADOR

But Sunday is the day on which we all hold our 
common assembly, because it is the first day 
on which God, having wrought a change in the 
darkness and matter, made the world; and Jesus 
Christ our Savior on the same day rose from the 
dead.—Justin Martyr (c. 100–c. 165) PALESTINE

Now it is I that suffer what I suffer; but then 
there will be another in me, who will suffer 
for me, because I also am about to suffer 
for Him.—Felicity (3rd c.) TUNISIA

Thou, O Lord, hast freed us from the fear of death. 
Thou hast made the end of this life the beginning to us 
of true life.—Macrina the Younger (c. 327–379) TURKEY

He became what we are that we might become 
what he is.—Athanasius (c. 296–373) EGYPT

You move us to delight in praising You; for You have 
made us for Yourself, and our hearts are restless until 
they rest in You.—Augustine (354–430) ALGERIA

In the beginning there are a great many battles  
and a good deal of suffering for those who are  
advancing towards God and afterwards, ineffable 
joy.—Syncletica of Alexandria (4th c.) EGYPT

  Christ with me, Christ before me, Christ behind me, 
Christ within me, Christ beneath me, Christ above me, 
Christ at my right, Christ at my left, Christ in the fort, 
Christ in the chariot-seat, Christ in the mighty stern. 
—Attributed to Patrick (5th c.) IRELAND

For Thou art our good tidings, the Savior and 
keeper of our souls and bodies, O Lord God, and 
to Thee do we send up glory, and thanksgiving, 
and the thrice-holy hymn: to the Father, and to 
the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, 
and unto ages of ages.—Liturgy of St. Mark 
(used in Coptic and Russian Orthodoxy; 
portions date back to the 5th c.) EGYPT, RUSSIA

Music that I heard the angels sing in Heaven uttering 
Holy! Holy! Holy! Lord! The Heavens and the Earth are 
filled with Your holy praise.—Yared (505–571) ETHIOPIA

Christ is the Word-God, who appeared in the flesh 
for the salvation of the world. . . . The very same 
Christ is the Word born of the Father, and a  
man born of Mary.—Timothy I of Baghdad  
(c. 740–823) IRAQ

Right action is better than knowledge; but in 
order to do what is right, we must know what 
is right.—Charlemagne (747–814) GERMANY

The true Lord is without origin, profound, 
invisible, and unchangeable; with power and 
capacity to perfect and transform, he raised up 
the earth and established the heavens.— Xi’an/
Nestorian Stele (781) CHINA

Jesus took upon Himself the scourging that  
would have been our due in order to save  
the creature he formed and loves.  
—Odo of Cluny (c. 878–942) FRANCE

Ch�ristians  throughout  the world   
�and  down the  centuries 

    testifying to  their Savior
		                       Geographical locations are given using modern references to countries and regions.

‘‘�I I             am convinced that neither death, 
nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 
nor things present, nor things to 

come, nor powers, nor height, nor 
depth, nor anything else in all creation 
will be able to separate us from the love 

of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.’’         —Paul (died c. 64–65) TURKEY ‘‘�

C             ould anyone ever count     
aall the innumerable 

wonders which God brings about 
through his power and might? 

                       —Hildegard of Bingen (1098–1179) GERMANY

‘‘�
‘‘�

 2,000 years of 
Christian history

Events, people, and movements 
featured in this issue

The Christian History Timeline
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92 �– A New Evangelical Awakening
93 – �A Devoted Life: St. Benedict &  

Western Monasticism
94 – �Building the City of God in a  

Crumbling World
95 – The Gospel According to J. S. Bach
96 – �Hunger for Secret Knowledge:  

The Gnostics
97 – The Holy Land
98 – �How the Church in China Survived  

and Thrived in the 20th Century
99 – Faith & the American Presidency
100 – �400th Anniversary of the  

King James Bible
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Hospitals in the 
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Christianity:  
People of Faith

Pocket Guide – The History of Worship 
           from Constantine to the Reformation
103 – Christmas: Wonder of the Season
104 �– �Christians in the New  

Industrial Economy
105 – Christianity in Early Africa
106 – The Stone-Campbell Movement
107 – Debating Darwin
108 – Charlemagne
109 – �Eyewitnesses to the Modern Age  

of Persecution
110 – Calling and Vocation 

111 – Billy Graham
112 – Heaven in the 
Christian Imagination
113 – Seven  
Literary Sages
114 – Francis Asbury: 
Pioneer of Methodism

115 – Luther Leads the Way
116 – �25 Writings That Changed the 

Church and the World
117 – The Surprising Quakers
118 – The People’s Reformation
119 – The Wonder of Creation
120 – �Calvin, Councils, and 		          

Confessions
121 – �World War I and World  

War II: Faith in the Foxholes
122 – The Catholic Reformation 

123 – Captive Faith: 
Christians and Prisons
124 – Faith in the City 
125 – Food and Faith
126 – Baptists 
127 – Medieval  
Lay Mystics

128 – �George Müller, the Brethren and 
Faith Missions

129 – �Recovery from Modern Amnesia
130 – Latin American Christianity
131 – Women of the Reformation
132 – Spiritual Friendship
133 – Christianity and Judaism
134 – �How the Church Fostered 	         

Science and Technology
135 – Plagues and Epidemics
136 – E. Stanley Jones
137 – When the Church Goes to Market
138 – Bible in America Part 1: Nation
139 – �Hallowed Halls: The Christian Story 
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140 – �Jack at Home: C. S. Lewis  and  

Those Who Knew Him Best
141 – �City of Man:  

Christian Civic Engagement
142 – Divine Healing
143 – �Bible in America Part 2: Church
144 – �Christian History in Images

How many times haS CH TALKED 
ABOUT the following themes? 
Yes, we counted some issues twice. See if 
you agree!
A single person: 57 times
A movement or denomination: 40 times
A specific topic or specific era: 55 times
A book or books besides the Bible: 3 times 
(Pilgrim’s Progress, Dante’s Divine Comedy, 
and our “25 writings” issue)

Who or what are our top cover 
subjects?
6 times: The Bible (6, 43, 80, 100, 138, 143)
4 times: C. S. Lewis (7, 88, 113, 140)
3 times: Martin Luther (34, 39, 115),  
money and economics (14, 19, 137) 
2 times: Augustine (15, 67), the Baptist 
movement (6, 126), John Calvin (20, 120), 
Jonathan Edwards (8, 77), the Puritans (41, 
89), Christians in science (76, 134),  
John Wesley (2, 69)     C H 

(continued from page 32)
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 Early Middle Ages 
    500-1000

Early medievals sought to connect Christian doctrine to 
Christian rule, believing it to be an extension of Christ’s 
lordship over the world and an instrument of transformation 
in society. An Italian mosaic from around 500 (far right) 
depicts Christ as a warrior: his only weapon the instrument 
of his death and his only shield the words of the Gospel: “I 
am the way, the truth, and the life.” Under his feet lie the 
crushed head of the devilish serpent and the submissive 
ravenous lion. Byzantine emperor Justinian sought to make 
this image a political reality. The Western Roman Empire 
had dissolved into several “barbarian” kingdoms, and Gothic 
king Theodoric ruled. While Christians there maintained 
Nicene doctrine under their Arian Goth overlords, some 
Eastern Christians had fallen into Monophysitism. Justinian 
reconciled the Eastern church with the pope and sent an 
army to retake the ancient city of Rome, unifying orthodoxy 
and political Christianity once again. Mosaics of Justinian 
and Empress Theodora (above and right) in Ravenna from 
547 testify to returned Byzantine influence in Italy.
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To fund his foreign policy, Justinian 
imposed heavy taxes at home. In 532 
a bloody riot broke out, leaving much 
of Constantinople in shambles. But the 
destruction of aging structures cleared the 
way for new ones, including the imperial 
building project that Justinian was already 
designing with two visionary architects. The 
emperor told them that price was no object 
and that the rebuilt Hagia Sophia, the city’s 
central church, should not just be huge, 
but revolutionary. Completed in under six 
years in 537, the church featured a massive 
central dome and mosaics, later including 
the 8th-c. Christ Pantocrator (left), which 
glistened through incense and candlelight. 
Today, the structure is a mosque, not a 
church, with the original interior long 
since redecorated. These illustrations by 
Wilhelm Salzenberg (right and below) from 
1854 attempt to recapture its Byzantine 
grandeur. Pagan emissaries from Kievan 
Rus’ in the 10th century reportedly 
declared, upon entering Hagia Sophia, “We 
knew not whether we were in heaven or on 
earth.”
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Outside the security and grandeur of 
Constantinople, the church was setting 
down new and deeper roots. Columba 
(below center, 20th-c. stained glass) 
journeyed from his native Ireland to 
Scotland where he founded Iona Abbey 
(below) in 563. He and fellow monk Aidan 
founded churches throughout the British 
Isles and expanded missionary efforts 
in England. In 590 Gregory the Great, 
for whom Gregorian chant (which he 
codified) is named, was elected pope. 
Gregory (left, dictating to musical scribe, 
illumination c. 1000) both submitted to 
and challenged Byzantine imperialism 
and blazed inroads into the neighboring 
kingdom of the Arian Lombards. He 
was careful to distinguish political from 
ecclesiastical power and, unlike other 
contemporary church officials in Rome, 
retained an administration entirely of 
monks to safeguard against worldliness. 
In 635 the Syrian missionary Alopen 
reached the court of the Tang emperor 
in China (right, painting c. 647). The 
young Chinese church produced this wall 
painting of Palm Sunday (below far right) 
sometime within the next hundred years.
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Following Columba and Aidan’s monasteries, Pope Gregory’s support of 
Celtic missions, and the conversions of Anglo-Saxon kings Æthelberht 
and Edwin in the early 7th century, the English church had both 
political stability and its own flavor of Christian practice. Though a 
synod at Whitby Abbey (center right) in 663 aligned the English church 
with Rome, Celtic artistic culture continued to flourish, as seen in the 
intricate designs of the Bewcastle Cross (below, c. 685–730) and a 
Scottish pectoral cross (right, 8th c.). Meanwhile, Islam, which had come 
into existence in 622, propelled Arab armies to challenge Byzantine 
Christendom in the East. African Muslims even invaded Spain. The Battle 
of Tours in 732 (below right, 14th-c. illumination) was all that stopped 
Islamic influence from sweeping into western Europe. However, early 
relations between Christians and Muslims were not always adversarial. 
Around 780, Timothy I of Bagdad, patriarch of the Eastern church, 
cordially argued the merits of Christianity versus Islam during his two-
day visit and friendly debate with Caliph Al-Mahdi (far right, 19th-c. 
copy of 13th-c. manuscript). 
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The church Alopen established in China memorialized Christianity’s 
influence with the Nestorian Stele (above) in 781. The monument outlines 
hallmarks of Christian theology: monotheism, the Trinity, the virgin birth, 
creation, and Jesus’s victory over death. It also emphasizes the glories 
of the Tang Empire, which supported the birth of Chinese Christianity, 
and, on the stone heading (above center), the Roman Empire, source of  
the “Illustrious Religion.” While the idea of Christendom was alive and 
well in China, it was complicated in Europe: in 800, Pope Leo I crowned 
Charlemagne (right, equestrian statue c. 800) Holy Roman Emperor. 
This strengthened alliances between the Catholic Church and the many 
Western kingdoms and contested Byzantine claims to rule Christendom. 
Even as Charlemagne founded a new era of literacy and learning, monks 
in Iona Abbey were illuminating the Book of Kells (far right).  



Issue 144� 43 



44� Christian History 

The Slavic kingdoms in what are 
now Poland, Hungary, Slovakia, 
Ukraine, Romania, and the Czech 
Republic united as the realm of Great 
Moravia in the mid-9th century. While 
Latin missions had been present 
in the area for years, Moravian 
king Ratislav requested that the 
Byzantine emperor send teachers 
who could instruct his people in the 
Bible and church liturgy. Methodius 
had already been a mayor, a monk, 
a philosophy professor, a cultural 
advisor, and an archivist when he 
agreed to disciple the Slavs with his 
brother Cyril in 863. They arrived in 
Moravia equipped with Scriptures 
rewritten in a new alphabet system 
devised by Cyril that phonetically 
represented the Slavic languages. 
Cyril and Methodius are pictured 
(right, 19th-c. icon) holding a prayer 
book and a diagram of the Cyrillic 
alphabet, still used today. Some 
corners of Moravia met the Slavic 
liturgy with uproar, but the pope 
and the patriarch of Constantinople 
jointly blessed it. A Moravian cross 
(above, 9th c.) shows Eastern artistic 
influence. Later, in 910, Cluny Abbey 
in France (far right) exemplified 
monastic reform through strict 
adherence to the Rule of St. Benedict.
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The 11th-c. Vyshgorod Icon of Mary Theotokos (far right) is one of the 
most famous in Russian and Ukrainian Orthodoxy. But Christianity 
was new in Kievan Rus’ only the century before. The King of the Rus’, 
Vladimir I, ruling from Kyiv, was a committed pagan, but he sensed 
that adopting a monotheistic religion would consolidate his power. 
Baptism would also finalize an alliance with Constantinople and his 
marriage to a Byzantine princess. The only choice left was whether to 
follow the Western or the Eastern tradition. The painting below (19th c.) 
dramatizes Vladimir’s decision in 988: surrounded by fur-clad hunters 
and armored mercenaries, Vladimir sits in the shadow of paganism 
while a bearded Orthodox priest opens a Greek prayer book for him. 
Clean-shaven Catholics dressed as the pope, a cardinal, and a priest 
with Roman laurels, leave the party, dismayed at Vladimir’s pick. 
Vladimir had sent out emissaries to witness the competing liturgical 
practices, and they were so spellbound by Hagia Sophia’s beauty (p. 
34) that they helped sway the king’s choice of Eastern Christianity. 
Vladimir, along with his sons Boris and Gleb (right, 17th-c. icon), 
became saints in the Russian and Ukrainian Orthodox Churches. A 
Kievan Rus’ coin from the time of Vladimir (above) shows him holding 
a cross-shaped scepter.
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The rich Christian tradition of Nubia is apparent 
in its cathedral wall paintings. Nubian archers, 
named “eyesmiters” for their deadly aim, helped 
the kingdom ward off Islamic invasions from 
Egypt, its northern neighbor. In its capital city 
of Faras stood a cathedral decorated with wall 
paintings of Christ and Mary giving authority to the 
Nubian king and of the apostle Peter investing 
Bishop Petros with episcopal authority (left, mid-
11th c.). The striking image shows Peter, rendered 
as a fair-skinned northerner, cross-culturally 
passing church authority to Petros, clearly Nubian 
not only by his dark skin, but also his mustache 
characteristic of Nubian culture. Medieval 
Christianity was shown here as connected not 
only to realms and rulers, but also to Jesus himself 
through apostolic succession. Indeed, at the close 
of the first millennium, the vast array of Christian 
cultures displayed a surprising artistic unity, as 
seen in these 10th-c. ivory reliefs (clockwise from 
above): a Crucifixion from Ottonian Germany; the 
Italian cover of a Gospel book; a virgin and child 
made in Constantinople; an enthroned Christ 
draped in Anglo-Saxon robes and carved from 
walrus ivory; a Byzantine Crucifixion scene in 
which the cross’s base has stabbed Hades, god of 
the underworld; and a Coptic Christ carved on the 
outside of a tusk.
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Iceland formally adopted Christianity in 1000. The island was 
home to an early democratic parliament, the Althing, which 
was divided over whether to adopt new Christian or old pagan 
laws. The decision came down to Thorgeir, the pagan legal 
representative who worshiped Icelandic idols such as Thor 
(above left, bronze idol c. 1000). Legend has it that the wise 
old leader retreated to his estate to contemplate the decision. 
There, the gospel message hit home. Dragging his idols to 
the edge of a neighboring waterfall, he pitched them into the 
raging water below to embody his new allegiance to Jesus. 
The site is still called Godafoss, “fall of the gods” (above). 
At Thorgier’s conversion the Althing outlawed public pagan 
sacrifices and built a church at its meeting ground, Thingvellir 
(right). Thorgeirskirkja, “Thorgeir’s Church” (left), was built 
overlooking Godafoss in 2000 to commemorate 1,000 years of 
Christianity in Iceland.
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The High Middle Ages in Europe saw increased tensions between 
sacred and secular authority. As kingdoms consolidated, monarchs 
saw the church as a useful institution for extending their authority, 
while reform-minded leaders sought to purify it. Cluny Abbey, once 
a grassroots counterculture, was now a center of opposition to 
simony (the purchase of church offices). Pope Urban II consecrated it 
in 1095 (above, 12th-c. illumination). Described by one contemporary 
as the “single and only one who remains in the faith,” Countess of 
Tuscany Matilda of Canossa stood up to excommunicated Holy 
Roman Emperor Henry IV by hiding Pope Gregory VII in her castle 
in 1077, and she led her army against the emperor to defend the 
church from imperial tampering. Medieval intellectual Anselm of 
Canterbury (right, with Matilda, 12th-c. illumination), who himself 
had challenged English king William II, so revered Matilda’s intellect 
and spiritual example that he sent her his magnum opus, Cur Deus 
Homo. Under her rule Florence built Romanesque churches such as 
San Miniato al Monte (far right, 1062–1150, Florence).

High and Late 
Middle Ages
	 1000-1500
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Conversations around the Crusades today are rightly 
complicated. An idealistic desire to stop Seljuk violence 
against pilgrims to the Holy Land and check Turkish 
invasions of Byzantium sparked them. But many crusaders 
had questionable motives and perpetuated violence, even 
against fellow Christians. For hundreds of years after his 
exploits as crusader and first ruler of recaptured Palestine, 
Godfrey of Bouillon was the subject of many medieval 
romances and legends. Illustrations from “Godfrey literature” 
include all the major scenes of the First Crusade: Pope 
Urban II (above, 14th-c. illumination) mustering hundreds 
of thousands of knights with his speeches in 1095; Peter the 
Hermit (above left, 14th c.) leading the People’s Crusade on 
foot from France to fight the Turks in 1096; and hordes of 
mounted knights riding against scimitars (far left, 14th c.). 
European swords moved across continents and seas, some 
inevitably dropping into the Mediterranean (such as this 
shell-encrusted one, left).
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When Bernard (right, Mallorican altarpiece, 13th c.) began a 
monastery in Clairvaux in 1115, the white-robed Cistercian 
order, founded in 1098, was a small community—sworn 
to the strictest rule of poverty and committed to manual 
labor, unusual for often comfortably wealthy monastic 
orders. However, Bernard’s inspiring integrity and influential 
counsel gathered many to the Cistercian way of life, which 
some historians argue contributed to growing societal 
wealth in the 12th century. Outside the Cistercian order, 
Abbot Suger, at Bernard’s urging, brought renewed religious 
commitment to the Abbey of Saint-Denis while sparking the 
most recognizable hallmark of the Western Middle Ages: 
Gothic architecture. Saint-Denis was in disrepair, and 
charge of the renovations fell to Suger. Strolling through the 
abbey library one evening, he pulled down a manuscript by 
6th-c. Christian mystic Pseudo-Dionysius—who described 
all creation, from rocks to angels, as yearning for God’s 
holiness and saw light as an analogy of God’s incarnational 
sanctification of the repentant Christian. From Suger’s 
reading sprang the first examples of the tall, pointed 
arches (below in Saint-Denis, 1144) and brilliantly colored 
stained glass (far right, in Chartres Cathedral, 1170) that so 
epitomize the Gothic era.
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In 1150, just as Peter Lombard 
systematically laid out medieval 
theology in his book of Sentences (far left, 
manuscript c. 1160), a massive building 
project was underway in Ethiopia, where 
the Aksumite Empire had given way to the 
Zagwe dynasty. Like European Christians, 
African Christians had also streamed into 
the Holy Land on pilgrimages until Islamic 
conquests made the route too dangerous. 
Rather than pave a way back to Jerusalem 
through reconquest as the crusaders did, 
King Gebre Mesqel Lalibela, reigning in 
the late 12th century, sought to bring the 
Holy City to his kingdom. In the capital city 
of Roha, renamed Lalibela after himself, 
the king built 11 churches to symbolize 
the important pilgrimage sites of the Holy 
Land, such as Golgotha, the upper room, 
and the Virgin Mary’s house in Nazareth.  



Issue 144� 59

Hewn directly from the monolithic blocks 
of the landscape around 1180, these 
churches remain wonders of the world. 
Most, like Biete Abba Libanos (above 
in its modern state, and right before a 
partial collapse), were carved directly 
into cliff sides, with interiors burrowed 
into the hill. Builders of the cruciform 
Biete Ghiorgis (left) chiseled down 
into the hill itself to create a church 
accessible only by trenches through the 
bedrock. Lalibela remains an important 
pilgrimage site today as an imitation 
of Jerusalem. Pictured above left is a 
13th-c. Ethiopian processional cross.
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Medieval cathedrals took decades to construct. 
Just after Oxford became an important university 
town as well as a political center, Christ Church 
Cathedral was built there between 1150 and 1180 in 
the Norman style, with massive pillars, wide arches, 
and rounded windows (right; Cardinal Wolsey added 
the groined ceiling in 1522). The Spanish Cathedral 
of Santiago de Compostella’s construction (left, 
baroque facade) was not simple. As the grave site of 
the apostle James and an important pilgrimage site 
from the 9th century onward, it began to feature a 
new Romanesque cathedral in 1075. Builders finally 
completed it over a century later in 1211, and later 
architects started to blend the original style with 
Gothic techniques. In the midst of these sumptuous 
projects throughout Europe, many churches in Italy 
became physically and spiritually dilapidated. It was 
before one of these that the young Francis of Assisi 
heard the words, “Go, Francis, and repair my house, 
which is falling into ruin.” Francis lived in evangelical 
poverty, radically recalling others to a life of 
sacrifice for others, treasuring only Christ. The pope 
confirmed the Franciscan Rule in 1210 (above, fresco 
by Giotto, 1295) and the order grew rapidly.
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Pope Innocent III (below, 13th-c. fresco, Rome) remade the papacy 
into a powerful political office. He strove for reconciliation with the 
Eastern church, though the destruction of Constantinople at the 
hands of crusaders in 1204 resulted in increased tension instead. A 
heartbroken Innocent excommunicated his whole army. Seeking to 
strengthen Europe and solidify papal authority, Innocent convened the 
Fourth Lateran Council (left, 1250 illumination) in 1215, an ecumenical 
gathering he had planned for years. Innocent had confirmed the 
Franciscan order (Francis was unconventional, but at least he had asked 
for permission), but he now sought to establish theological consistency 
by condemning various groups as heretics and codifying Catholic 
doctrine on the Eucharist.  He also ordered truces between warring 
European kingdoms in hopes of rallying support for another crusade. 
In 1272 Thomas Aquinas (above, painting c. 1340) finished his towering 
contribution to philosophy, the Summa Theologica (right, dedication 
hymn from 1280 manuscript). Aquinas, drawing on Aristotle’s works 
newly reintroduced to the West, bridged Christian faith and Christian 
reason.



64� Christian History 

Both the centuries-old Nestorian 
Church and the more recent Franciscan 
missions in China were persecuted to 
extinction by the Hongwu emperor 
Zhu (left, painting on silk, 14th c.). 
His reign, starting in 1368, began the 
Ming Dynasty in China. Like Diocletian 
in Rome over 1,000 years before, he 
saw Christianity as a counterculture 
incompatible with the national 
religion, Confucianism. In Europe 
the 14th century marked the turn 
to what is called the “late” Middle 
Ages. Reacting against increasingly 
muddied motives displayed by church 
leadership, John Wycliffe, a brilliant 
English theologian, Oxford graduate, 
and political advisor, began writing 
against the institutionalism of Rome. 
In 1380 Wycliffe devised strategies for 
ministering the gospel to the common 
people, especially the poor—including 
the Wycliffe Bible, translated into the 
vernacular (right, 14th-c. manuscript). 
The pope condemned Wycliffe and 
the Lollards, a movement of itinerant 
preachers that Wycliffe inspired. 
As a warning not to stray from the 
establishment, carpenters carved 
images of disguised foxes and geese 
(below, 14th–15th-c. misericords) under 
many church pews in this century, 
representing the dangers of ignorant 
commoners snatched away by cunning 
false teachers.
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The stylized and glittering iconography of early Russian 
Orthodoxy gave way to looser, less glamorous icons following 
the Mongol invasions of the 13th century. As western Asia was 
consolidated under Slavic rule once again, Andrey Rublëv (left, 
illustration c. 1592) became the most celebrated iconographer 
in history. Little is known about the Muscovite monk, but he 
wrote the famous Trinity icon in the early 15th century (the 
creation of icons is known as “writing” them). The Trinity 
icon (far left) cleverly depicts the undepictable: Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit appear as the three divine messengers who 
visited Abraham and Sarah in Genesis 18, seated around the 
Eucharistic chalice. This icon, venerated by Orthodox believers 
for centuries, centers the three persons on the outpouring of 
Christ’s love for humanity. Around the same time, in 1414, Pope 
John XXIII and the Holy Roman Emperor (above, illustration c. 
1464) summoned the Council of Constance to settle a dispute 
over papal succession called the Western Schism. It removed 
three rival popes from office (including John XXIII), elected Pope 
Martin V, and examined calls for church reform from figures such 
as John Wycliffe and Jan Hus. The council later imprisoned and 
burned Jerome of Prague and also burned Hus.
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After Rome fell, its eastern Byzantine 
counterpart remained powerful 
and wealthy, a bastion of culture 
and learning. However, by the 13th 
century, the Byzantine Empire was 
beginning to crumble. After the Mongol 
defeat of the Seljuk Turks, a new 
Islamic power, the Ottoman Turks, 
set its sights on Asia Minor and, by 
1451, had also conquered the Balkan 
Peninsula. Protected for centuries by 
its strategic position on the tip of the 
Bosphorus (right, 1455 illumination), 
Constantinople’s impenetrable system 
of walls, moats, and towers met its 

match in 1453: Mehmet II’s army. The 
brilliant Ottoman sultan commissioned 
a monstrous cannon 27 feet long just 
for his siege of Constantinople (below, 
1535 fresco). The defenders destroyed 
the giant gun, but could not prevent 
the city’s fall. On the evening of May 
28, Constantinople’s believers flocked 
into the Hagia Sophia to celebrate the 
Lord’s Supper for the last time. It was 
the first service Catholic and Orthodox 
Christians shared there in 400 years. 
Constantine XI, the last Byzantine 
emperor, attended too, committing 
his empire to God’s mercy.  
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When the service ended, Constantine 
kept vigil on the highest walls listening 
to the churning siege preparations 
below. By the next evening, Mehmet’s 
artillery had shattered the walls to 
dust, the emperor had fought and 
died anonymously defending the city, 
and the last flame of the empire was 
snuffed out. Muslim Turks plastered 
over the Hagia Sophia’s mosaics, and 
the former church became at various 
times a mosque and a museum (far 
left, 20th-c. illustration).
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In the Italian Renaissance, Christian 
artistic practice began soaking up the 
humanist attention to classical Greco-
Roman beauty. The Duomo in Florence 
(below) returned to the classically 
inspired Romanesque style—its massive 
dome completed by Brunelleschi in 
1446, and its tower built a century 
earlier by Giotto, whose paintings were 
a precursor to Renaissance painting. 
Fra Angelico’s frescoes in the Abbey 
of San Marco (left, painted 1402–
1455), groundbreaking experiments 
in texture, color, and perspective, 
adorned the otherwise blank walls of 
monastic cells as devotional prompts 
for faithful monks. One such monk, 
Girolamo Savonarola (below right, 
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ceramic bust, 1498, attributed to 
Marco della Robbia), rose to power 
in Florence through his sermons 
preached in the Duomo—attacking 
expressions of humanism that dipped 
too far into classical paganism and 
worldly sensuality, such as Botticelli’s 
Birth of Venus (1486). Convicted by 
Savonarola’s calls to repentance, 
Botticelli himself experienced deep 
conversion around 1490, burned many 
of his own edgier paintings, and turned 
to more devotional subjects like the 
Madonna and Child (right, c. 1490). 
Ironically, Savonarola’s reform-minded 
government fell when rioters burned 
him in the very piazza where he had 
destroyed countless Renaissance works.



72� Christian History 



Issue 144� 73 

Gutenberg’s invention of the movable 
type printing press changed the face of 
communication forever. His first complete 
book, the 42-Line Bible (far left, 1554) 
looks surprisingly manuscript-like. It still 
features illuminated borders, manuscript 
initials heading each sentence and 
chapter, and rubrication (red lettering), all 
added by hand—notice that the red font 
doesn’t match the black text! The very 
marginal guidelines that the printing press 
made obsolete were likely added here for 
display, showing that the machine could 
print straighter than a scribe. During this 
era, in Spain King Ferdinand and Queen 
Isabella unleashed inquisitions upon 
their subjects in another late medieval 
attempt to solidify Catholicism. Pedro 
Berruguete’s painting of an apocryphal 
trial of Albigensian heretics overseen by 
Dominic (left, 1490s) actually portrays an 
inquisition-era auto-da-fe, or heresy 
trial, complete with 15th-c. costumes. 
Under the same monarchs, Columbus 
(above, engraving, 1596) became the 
first Westerner to establish lasting (and 
controversial) contact with America. 
The advent of Gutenberg’s technology 
and continued voyages to unmapped 
continents signaled the end of the Middle 
Ages in the West.
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By the beginning of the 16th century, much was already shifting 
within Christianity. In Rome Michelangelo began work on the 
Sistine Chapel’s ceiling (right, 1508–1512). His project was just 
one piece of ongoing refurbishment of the Vatican. The church 
also reacted to expanding exploration. In 1506 King Alfonso 
I, the “Apostle of Kongo” (below left, 18th c.), Christianized 
his south-central African kingdom, personally supporting 
Portuguese missionaries arriving from Europe. His allegiance 
to Portugal politically entangled him in the growing slave trade 
between Europe, Africa, and the Americas. The disregard for 
enslaved people launched Antonio de Montesinos into action. A 
Dominican missionary in the Caribbean, he preached against the 
enslavement of the Haitians and publicly debated the issue before 
King Fernando. The Spanish monarch, horrified at the injustice, 
passed the Law of Burgos in 1512 granting rights to indigenous 
people and sanctioning Dominican evangelism apart from colonial 
operations. Montesinos was appointed the first “Protector of 
the Indians” in 1516, and his biblical arguments for human 
dignity provoked repentance from even former slave traders like 
Bartolomeo de las Casas, whose 1552 book The Destruction of the 
Indians (below) decried colonial maltreatment of the Americans. 

REFORMATION 
TO THE PRESENT 
	  1500 -2000
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Martin Luther, depicted (far right) 
as a young Augustinian monk by 
his friend Lucas Cranach, aimed for 
reform, not schism. Historians 
debate whether he actually nailed 
his 95 Theses to the door of 
Wittenberg Cathedral, but within 
the year they had been mass 
printed, like this 1517 copy (right), 
and distributed throughout 
Europe. Luther’s critiques of 
Catholic practice and his emphatic 
restatement of the gospel launched 
a theological and cultural 
reconsideration of the established 
church in the West. Luther himself, 
though rejected officially by church 
and empire at the Diet of Worms 
(above right, 1557 woodcut), 
remained sacramentally aligned 
with Catholicism in many ways—
unlike the heavily persecuted 
Anabaptist Radicals, who 
articulated their adherence to 
exclusive believer’s baptism, the 
memorial nature of the Lord’s 
Supper, and pacifism in the 
Schleitheim Confession (above 
left, 1527).
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In 1531 Juan Diego, a Mexican Christian, 
told his bishop that the Virgin Mary had 
appeared to him and requested that he 
build a shrine. This reported apparition of 
the Virgin of Guadalupe (far right) 
became a famous icon in Latin American 
Christianity and a national symbol of 
Mexico. Around the same time in Europe, 
the Protestant movement wrestled with 
diverse theological convictions. In 1529 
the Colloquy of Marburg (above right, 
1557 woodcut) convened to discuss the 
doctrine of the Lord’s Supper, over which 
Luther and Ulrich Zwingli differed. They 
agreed to disagree by writing up a list of 
beliefs common to both Reformed and 
Lutheran Christians. Much of this list was 
included in the Augsburg Confession, 
drafted by Philipp Melanchthon, which 

further defined Lutheran doctrine to avoid 
misrepresentation. A Catholic response to 
the Augsburg Confession, read to the Holy 
Roman Emperor at the 1530 Diet of 
Augsburg (below right, engraving c. 1630), 
condemned 13 of its 28 articles. The 
Church of England, unified with Rome 
during Luther’s protests, severed itself 
from papal authority in 1534. King Henry 
VIII was an ostensibly religious monarch—
this illumination from his psalter (below, 
1530–1547) shows him singing the Psalms 
himself. But frustrated with Catherine of 
Aragon’s inability to produce an heir and 
infuriated by the pope’s unwillingness to 
annul their marriage, he signed with 
Parliament the Act of Supremacy (above), 
making himself the head of the English 
church and thus able to divorce his wife.
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Even as John Calvin (far right, woodcut 
1587), a generation younger than 
Luther, was developing a systematic 
Reformed theology in Institutes of the 
Christian Religion, Catholicism was 
pursuing reform from the inside. 
Though sometimes termed “the 
counter-reformation,” the Catholic 
Reformation was not only a reaction to 
Protestantism, but also an urgent 
continuation of reforms that had 
stagnated. In 1540 Ignatius of Loyola’s 
Society of Jesus was approved by Pope 
Paul III. Committed to both strict 
hierarchy and cultural flexibility, the 
Jesuits immediately sent missionaries 
to the farthest reaches of the globe. 
Francis Xavier (1506–1552), the first of 
these evangelists, visited Japan (1549), 
and Goa, India, establishing vibrant 
missions (above right, in Goa, oil 
painting 1610, and below, Japan, 
folding screen c. 1600; notice the long-
robed Jesuits and the puffy-trousered 
Westerners). The Council of Trent, 
meeting intermittently from 1545 to 
1563, clarified Catholic doctrines and 
rooted out many abuses that 
Protestants had reacted against. 
Catholic reformers also employed many 
artists, such as Renaissance painter 
Titian, who some think painted the 
Council of Trent (right, mid-16th c.).
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While the Catholic Reformation was seeing 
the construction of a new Saint Peter’s 
Basilica in the Vatican (far right, 1560) with a 
dome designed by the aging Michelangelo, 
the new Church of England developed its 
own prayer book in English, in keeping with 
medieval predecessors for whom worshipful 
liturgy was an important way to experience 
Scripture. First compiled by Thomas 
Cranmer, the Book of Common Prayer would 
be revised over several centuries (below, 
lectionary table, 1549). John Knox (left, 
stained glass from his house in Edinburgh) 
battled to increase Reformed doctrine within 
the English liturgy, but when Queen Mary I 
realigned England with Rome, he fled to 
Scotland, shaping the Reformed churches 
there and fathering the English Puritan 
movement. Britain returned to Protestantism 
under Elizabeth I, who sent colonists to 
Virginia. There, in 1587, Manteo, an 
Algonquin (right, anonymous tribesman, c. 
1590), was the first Native North American to 
be baptized. The first European born in North 
America, Virginia Dare, was christened that 
same day.
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Starting in 1558 Teresa of Ávila recentered the Carmelite 
order around personal devotion to Jesus and pioneered 
contemplative prayer techniques. Teresa enlisted John of 
the Cross (left, with Teresa) to spark similar reform 
among Carmelite men, and his mysticism produced 
devotional classics such as Living Flame of Love, which 
explores the tenderness of Christ. Though Japanese 
shogun Tokugawa Ieyasu (below, 17th c.) started a fierce 
persecution of Christians in 1606, destroying much of the 
fruit of the Jesuit missions, Matteo Ricci (below far right, 
c. 1600) was making fresh inroads for the gospel in China 
after centuries of absence. An Italian Jesuit, Ricci 
embedded himself in local language and culture, donning 
traditional scholarly attire and translating many religious 
and scientific works into Chinese. The now firmly 
Protestant Church of England produced the King James 
Bible in 1611 (right). Later Oliver Cromwell won the 
English Civil War and revived a Presbyterian puritanism in 
England for a few decades. His strengthened Parliament 
released the Westminster Confession in 1646 (below 
right), still a staple of Calvinist doctrine.
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With the restoration of the English monarchy in 
1660, Puritans such as John Bunyan were 
imprisoned for pastoring outside the Church of 
England. His 1678 allegory The Pilgrim’s 
Progress (far right, first edition with illustration 
of author) is arguably the first English novel; 
written behind bars, it became a popular and 
influential Christian work.  Named for the Wesley 
brothers’ orderly regimen of Bible studies, 
worship, and charity work, the Methodist 
revival sought to re-infuse Anglican practice 
with genuine experiences of God’s love. John 
and Charles Wesley‘s experiences of God’s love 
in 1738 shaped the content of John’s preaching 
and also the over 6,500 hymns (left, 1739 
hymnal) Charles wrote. (The Wesleys are in the 
upper and lower pulpit below, 1822 engraving.) 

Meeting resistance from the Anglican church and 
responding to ministry opportunities in the 
newly independent United States, the 
Methodists became a church in their own right 
around the same time as William Carey (below 
right, 1813 engraving) was founding the English 
Baptist Missionary Society in 1792. Carey was a 
powerful evangelist and linguist in Calcutta, 
India, who translated the Bible into several 
Indian languages. Herman of Alaska (rght, 
Spruce Island icon) also journeyed east with the 
gospel, arriving at the Aleutian Islands in 1794. 
Working against the injustices of imperial 
Russian traders, he fought fiercely for the 
equality of the Aleut people, called the colonists 
to repentance, and established a lasting 
Orthodox Church in Alaska that remains vibrant.
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While missions have remained a consistent priority of 
the church from the apostles onward, increasing global 
connectedness in the 19th century created new 
opportunities for many Christians swept up in fresh 
evangelical fervor. The London Missionary Society’s 
ship, the Duff (below, c. 1820), embarked in 1796 on a 
voyage to bring “the glorious gospel of the blessed 
God” to the South Pacific. Many missionaries also took 
up the cause of the enslaved around the world as 
cultural debates over the ethics of slavery reached a 
fever pitch. In Britain the abolition movement garnered 
support from influential figures like ceramicist Josiah 
Wedgewood, whose Antislavery Medallion (far left, 
1787) became a powerful symbol of the struggle for 
freedom. In the United States in 1816, Richard Allen 
(right) was ordained bishop in the new African 

Methodist Episcopal Church, which ministered to 
enslaved and free Blacks and published the first African 
American newspaper. Fueled by his own evangelical 
Christianity, William Wilberforce (below left, 1794 
portrait) led a conflicted English Parliament to abolish 
slavery in 1833 with his passionate rhetoric and 
uncompromising persistence. The same year John 
Keble (left) and John Henry Newman published Tracts 
for the Times. Concerned that the Church of England’s 
practice was becoming merely cultural and that the 
state too closely controlled it, the “Tractarians” 
sparked the Oxford Movement, which worked to 
connect Christians to the historic, universal church. 
Keble edited collections of early church writings, 
encouraged clergy to prioritize pastoral ministry, and 
restored traditional liturgies to worship.
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The Holiness movement grew out of Methodist 
revival activities such as the inspirational prayer 
meetings of Phoebe Worrall Palmer (far left, 1845). 
Her books, such as The Way of Holiness, called 
believers to encounter and experience the 
transforming Spirit of God. After his own conversion, 
Hudson Taylor (bearded below left, with wife Jennie 
and converts) studied medicine, surgery, and 
midwifery, learned the Chinese language and 
customs, and smuggled himself through guarded 
ports to evangelize thousands. In 1865 he founded 
the China Inland Mission. As Taylor battled the 
destructive opium trade in China, vocal street 
evangelist Isabella Van Wagener believed she had 

received a divine order to travel the United States 
preaching God’s goodness and mercy. Renaming 
herself Sojourner Truth (below far left, 1863), she 
gave impassioned biblical exhortations for the 
abolition of American slavery, an abolition not fully 
enacted until 1865. In 1864 Samuel Crowther was 
ordained bishop of Niger at Canterbury. The Church 
of England’s first bishop of Nigerian heritage, he is 
pictured upright against a tree (left) in 1873 with 
other Anglican leaders. Amid growing social and 
political unrest in Europe, Pope Pius IX convened the 
First Vatican Council (below, 1870), hoping to unify 
Catholicism against secularism and materialism; the 
arrival of an occupying army in Rome cut it short. 
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As the gospel swept rapidly through Buganda, a Bantu 
kingdom in Uganda, the kingdom’s young kabaka (king), 
Mwanga, saw Christianity as a threat to his tyrannous rule. 
Starting in 1885 he systematically martyred 45 Catholic 
and Anglican missionaries and converts, known as the 
Uganda Martyrs (below left, wood relief from Catholic 
shrine in Kampala). Amy Carmichael (far left, early 20th c.) 
transformed the lives of young women in India, rescuing 
many from temple prostitution through the Dohnavur 
Fellowship. She evangelized in India for 55 years and 
carried the 19th century’s energy around global missions 
into the 20th. In 1904 the Welsh Revival, emphasizing the 
Holy Spirit’s transformative power, renewed the faith of 
hundreds through prayer, confession, and jubilant singing 
among the region’s many coal miners. Some worship 
services took place in the dangerous mines themselves 
(left, acrylic on paper, 1910s). These stirrings in Wales 
inspired other movements around the world, including 
India, where Pandita Ramabai (right) led the 1905 Mukti 
Revival, and California, where the Azusa Street Revival 
initiated by William Seymour’s Apostolic Faith Gospel 
Mission (below) launched the now massive Pentecostal 
movement in 1906.
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The World Missionary Conference (above, 1910, 
Edinburgh) saw unprecedented evangelistic unity 
among Protestants and created a global mission and 
ecumenical network. Yet the 20th century proved to 
be bloody and tumultuous—two world wars, the 
Holocaust, Nazi and Soviet regimes, and the threat of 
nuclear warfare. Witnessing to these realities, 
Exodus, by Jewish painter Marc Chagall (right, 1952), 
depicts the crucified Christ participating in the 
sufferings of people in all ages. The last century 
marked 2,000 years since our Lord’s death, but 2,000 
years since his Resurrection, too, and modern 
Christians throughout the world continued to shine 
light in the darkness. The Second Vatican Council 
(below, 1962), continued the work of the first, 
considering how to minister more effectively to 
modern Catholics. Evangelist Billy Graham 

converted thousands; Martin Luther King Jr. 
preached and lived out daring biblical appeals for 
racial justice in the United States; Mother Teresa 
healed and dignified the most destitute 
untouchables of India; and Polish philosopher Karol 
Wojtyla, who became Pope John Paul II, 
championed Christian anthropology and helped to 
end the Cold War (pictured above right, right to left). 

The story of Christian history continues, and, just as 
Christian history began with Christ’s coming, it will 
someday end with Christ’s coming again. Because 
Jesus of Nazareth walked on Earth, Christians trust 
that his passion conquered all the darkness of the 
human story; all light is a glimpse of his restoration, 
and all who believe in him will rise in his abundant life 
on the Last Day.
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Recommended resources
Some resources to help you put this issue in context

Books
While most of our issues zero in on resources per-
taining to a specific topic or person or era, in this is-
sue we have the whole two millennia of Christian his-
tory to consider. Therefore, we’ve decided to share 
some useful resources for getting an overview of the 
sweep of the church’s history. A reminder—consult 
the Recommended Resources of any of our past 143 
issues to dig deeper! 

For short survey texts, you can start with our own man-
aging editor Jennifer Woodruff Tait’s short Christian His-

tory in Seven Sentences (2021); you 
might want to pair it with Nathan 
Feldmeth, Pocket Dictionary of 
Church History (2009). 

Longer surveys include Dale 
Irvin and Scott Sunquist, His-
tory of the World Christian 
Movement in two volumes 
(2001, 2012); David and Brad-

ley Nystrom, The History of Christianity (2003); Ste-
phen Tomkins, A Short History of Christianity (2005); 
Barbara MacHaffie, Her Story (2006); CHI’s own Ken 

Curtis and Dan Graves, This Day in Christian History 
(2005), Great Women in Christian History (2007), and 
In Context (2012); Philip Jenkins, The Lost History of 
Christianity (2008); Diarmaid MacCulloch, A History 
of Christianity (2009); Mark Noll, Turning Points, 3rd 
ed. (2012); Justo González, The Story of Christianity in 
two volumes (2014); and Bruce Shelley, Church History 
in Plain Language, 5th ed. (2021). 

Read more about Christianity through images in George 
Ferguson, Signs and Symbols in Christian Art (1961); 
Beth Williamson, Christian Art: A Very Short Introduc-
tion (2004); Helen De Borchgrave, A Journey into Chris-
tian Art (2011); and Jonathan Anderson and William 
Dyrness, Modern Art and the Life of a Culture (2016).

It’s also worth spending a little time thinking about 
how to read and explore history responsibly as you 
embark on a study of church history. One book that 
will help comes from CHI’s own Chris Armstrong: 
Patron Saints for Postmoderns (2009). Others are Rob-
ert Rea, Why Church History Matters (2014); and Rob-
ert Tracy McKenzie, A Little Book for New Historians 
(2019).
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General websites that will direct you to secondary 
sources include the Bibliographies for Theology created 
by William Harmless and housed at the Journal of Reli-
gion and Society, the Open Access Digital Theological 
Library, and the Atla Christianity Web Guide (which has 
a strong global focus). Many universities and seminar-
ies have religious studies web guides that include church 
history resources—a particularly old and thorough one 
is the Religious Studies Web Guide of the University of 
Calgary, but there are many more.

You may not realize it, but our website has—in addition 
to all 144 issues of Christian History—study modules for 
each era of Christian history, our “This Day in Christian 
History” feature, 365 days of famous Christian devotional 
quotes, timelines, links to our Torchlighters and Captive 
Faith websites and to Vision Video, and more. 

Videos from Vision Video
Survey videos on church history include the History of 
Christianity series and the History of Christian Worship 
series. Also check out the Pioneers of the Spirit series and 
the Torchlighters series for kids, both of which focus on 
a number of great Christians from different eras. These 
videos can be viewed at Redeem TV.     C H 

Christian History issues
While we’re tempted to say “all of them,” three past 
issues in particular address questions of how we 
read and write church history and what events stand 
out when you take a 2,000-year view: #28, 100 Most 
Important Events in Church History (which formed 
the initial basis for the list of events underlying 
this issue); #43, How We Got Our Bible; and #72, 
How We Got Our History (which was our twentieth- 
anniversary issue). 

Websites
You can read primary source texts from through-
out church history at the Christian Classics Ethereal 
Library, the Post-Reformation Digital Library, the 
Theological Commons at Princeton, the somewhat 
quirky Internet Sacred Text Archive, and the many 
sourcebooks at the Internet Sourcebook Project (a 
secular site, but one with church-history-related doc-
uments). A wealth of images from church history are 
available at the Atla Digital Library.

Consult individual CH issues for websites focusing on 
specific people, movements, or eras. Also, Christian-
ity Today developed a Christian history website while 
it was publishing CH, and it contains some resources 
not available on our site.

https://christianhistoryinstitute.org/magazine/issue/100-most-important-events-in-church-history
https://christianhistoryinstitute.org/magazine/issue/how-we-got-our-history
https://christianhistoryinstitute.org/magazine/issue/how-we-got-our-history
https://christianhistoryinstitute.org/magazine/issue/how-we-got-our-history
https://christianhistoryinstitute.org/magazine/issue/100-most-important-events-in-church-history
https://christianhistoryinstitute.org/magazine/issue/100-most-important-events-in-church-history
https://christianhistoryinstitute.org/magazine/issue/how-we-got-our-bible-canon-to-king-james
https://christianhistoryinstitute.org/magazine/issue/how-we-got-our-bible-canon-to-king-james
https://www.ccel.org/
https://www.ccel.org/
http://prdl.org/
https://commons.ptsem.edu/
https://www.sacred-texts.com/chr/index.htm
https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/
https://dl.atla.com/
https://dl.atla.com/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/history/
http://moses.creighton.edu/JRS/toc/bibliographies.html
https://oadtl.org/
https://oadtl.org/
https://atla.libguides.com/WOR/world-christianity
https://library.ucalgary.ca/religiousstudieswebguide
https://christianhistoryinstitute.org/study
https://christianhistoryinstitute.org/study
https://www.captivefaith.org/
https://www.captivefaith.org/
https://torchlighters.org/
https://www.visionvideo.com/
https://christianhistoryinstitute.org/today
https://www.visionvideo.com/dvd/500794D/history-of-christianity-with-pdfs
https://www.visionvideo.com/dvd/500794D/history-of-christianity-with-pdfs
https://www.visionvideo.com/mp4/501367V/a-history-of-christian-worship-part-1-the-word-mp4-digital-download
https://www.visionvideo.com/products?query=History+of+Christian+Worship
https://www.visionvideo.com/products?query=pioneers%20of%20the%20spirit%20set&page=1
https://www.visionvideo.com/products?query=torchlighters
https://redeemtv.com/


17  Women in the Early Church—I love that the magazine 
received complaints about a lack of coverage of women, and, 
instead of silencing the complaints, assembled a team of 
contributing editors to tackle the problem.

51 Heresy in the Early Church—When I, trained in 20th-c. 
US church history, found myself teaching early church his-
tory at a seminary, I leaned heavily on articles from this issue.

68 Jan Hus—My first issue as editor, on a topic chosen before 
I assumed that role (and which I knew absolutely nothing 

about), was also by far the hardest to find authors and images for. Half of the 
authors were from New Zealand; many of the images arrived, unlabeled, in a 
box from the National Library of the Czech Republic. The whole issue was a 
crash course in collaboration with the phenomenal art director Rai Whitlock. 
He performed magic.

100 King James Bible—It was an incredible 
miracle to witness how God helped us to pull it 
together and build a team from nothing. Holding 
the first issue in print was a milestone moment 
I’ll never forget! 

113 Seven Literary Sages—The authors we cov-
ered are dear to me, I learned a lot along the way, and we 
got to work closely with our friends at the Wade Center. 

125 Food and Faith—It was so unique, was informative in 
a practical and even liturgical way, and was 
really fun in terms of art and layout.

107 Debating Darwin—This was one of the very first 
issues I worked on as an intern, and it’s still one of my 
favorites. It gave me such a clear picture of how important 
understanding history is for understanding the present. 

138 Bible in America, Part 1—This was so well done in 
terms of telling a full and complex story of how a nation 
related to and was shaped by the Bible in so many ways.

140 Jack at Home—I loved how personal 
this issue was.

121 Faith in the Foxholes—There were so many rich 
and hard stories, and getting to write on Corrie Ten 
Boom and Edith Stein was an honor.  

135 Plagues and Epidemics—Even though much 
of it was reprinted material, I think the way we put 
together this issue, showing our readers how Chris-
tians responded to ques-
tions brought up by epi-
demics, was so timely and 
gave us perhaps one of our 
most practical issues.

140 Jack at Home—I will 
always be a sucker for a 
Lewis issue, and this one 
took such an interesting 
and unique angle. 

95 The Gospel According to 
J. S. Bach
128 George Müller
130 Latin American 
Christianity

110 Callings
125 Food and Faith
132 Spiritual Friendship

86 George MacDonald
87 India: A Faith of Many Colors
91 Michelangelo

Jennifer Trafton, 
former image researcher and 

former managing editor
Doug Johnson,  
art director

Dawn Moore, 
former director of 

editorial staff

Kaylena Radcliff,  
director of editorial staff

Michelle Curtis,  
contributing editor

Elesha Coffman,  
former managing editor

Sara Campbell, 
circulation manager

We asked past and  
current team members 
of CH and other friends 
of the magazine to share 
their favorite issues with 
us and, if they wished, 
to tell us why.

Favorite Christian History issues
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109 Eyewitnesses to the Modern Age  
of Persecution
137 When the Church Goes to Market
142 Divine Healing

76 The Christian Face of the Scientific Revolution—This was 
my first issue as managing editor back in 2002. I got to think 
about what a young Christian would-be-scientist might be 
helped by, in the face of supposed faith-science incompatibility.

80 J. R. R. Tolkien—This one was just so much fun, and I 
learned a ton from the authors along the way.

83 Mary in the Imagination of the Church—Grim prognosti-
cations of evangelicals canceling their subscriptions because 
of the “Roman Catholic” aspects of this topic did not come to 
pass. And then it won the EPA themed issue prize that year!

107 Debating Darwin
122 The Catholic Reformation
133 Christianity and Judaism

In each of these issues, we grap-
pled with some potentially very controversial 

things and, I think, said 
things people needed to hear.

87 India: A Faith of Many Col-
ors—Robert Frykenberg was 
an absolute delight to work 
with, and Jennifer Trafton did 
a great job meeting the chal-
lenges of handling material that 
was largely outside the standard 
Euro-American canon.

95 J. S. Bach—What kind of 
organist would I be if I didn’t 
give a nod to this one? The work 
of Calvin Stapert and Mark Noll stood out for me, but 
everything in that issue was just tops.

111 Billy Graham—I knew a lot about Graham before 
we started, but I learned so much more in the process. 
I probably learned the most new material from Anne 
Blue Wills’s article; the way she drew the temperamental 
connections between Nelson Bell, Ruth Bell Graham, and 
Franklin Graham was eye-opening. 

31 The Golden Age of Hymns—This is the first issue I 
ever received as a subscriber when I was a college student 
majoring in English and history.

78 J. R. R. Tolkien—This is the first issue I wrote for, and 
Tolkien is my favorite author.

133 Christianity and Judaism—Of all the issues I’ve 
edited for CH, this was the most difficult and one of the 
most important.

47 Paul—Reading the articles over and finding images for a reprint 
made the apostle come alive for me.

107 Debating Darwin—Brilliantly neutral about the many 
approaches Christians have taken to this controversial topic; and 
the illustrations, from the cover to the final article, are superb. 

123 Captive Faith—Especially dear to me because 
I created CHI’s website by the same name.

133 Christianity and Judaism
134 Christians and Science
140 Jack at Home

76 The Christian Face of 
the Scientific Revolution

94 Building the City of God 
in a Crumbling World

105 Christianity in  
Early Africa

Edwin Woodruff Tait, 
contributing editor

Max Pointner, 
 image researcher

James D. Smith III, 
editorial board member 
and frequent author

Bill Curtis,  
executive editor

Jennifer Woodruff Tait,  
managing editor

Chris Armstrong, 
senior editor

David Neff, 
former editor

Dan Graves, 
layout
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Credit where credit is due

p. 2 Isaac Fanous, SAINT Athanasius the Apostolic 
at the Council of Nicea. 20th-c. coptic icon—Holy 
Virgin Mary AND St. Pishoy Coptic Orthodox Church, 
Los Angeles / Courtesy of fraangelicoinstitute.com

P. 3 [Detail from the martyrdom of the twelve apostles] 
Gregory of Nazianzus, manuscript dedicated to Emperor 
Basil I the Macedonian. Greek 510, f.264v. 879 to 883—National 
Library of France

• Stained glass window in Notre-Dame de Chartres cathedral, 
facade: the birth of Christ—Vassil / Public domain, Wikimedia

• Marc Chagall, Exodus. 1952. Oil on Linen Canvas—© RMN-Grand 
Palais / Art Resource, NY / © 2022 Artists Rights Society (ARS),  
New York / ADAGP, Paris

p. 4 Tombstone of SAINT Thomas. Ortona, Abruzzo, Italy.  
Saint Thomas, the apostle—Rupert Hansen / Alamy Stock Photo

• Restored Catacombs of Priscilla, Rome—Eric Vandeville /  
akg-images

p. 5 Saint Mark from MS 105 (Getty museum)—Ethiopian Gospel Book 
FOL. 82V—Public domain, Wikimedia

p. 6 Crucifixion of Saint Peter. Part of the predella of the Pisa altar-
piece. 1426. Oil on poplar. Inv. 58 B—Joerg P. Anders / Art Resource, NY

• Beheading of the apostle Paul, Basilica of StS. Peter and Paul, 
Petersberg, Bavaria. Wall painting 1107 to 1110—GFreihalter /  
[CC BY-SA 3.0] Wikimedia

p. 7 [Martyrdom of the twelve apostles], Gregory of Nazianzus, 
manuscript dedicated to Emperor Basil I the Macedonian. Greek 510, 
f.264v. 879 to 883—National Library of France

p. 8 Arch of Titus, relief triumph, Forum Romanum, Rome, Italy— 
Jebulon / [CC0] Wikimedia

• The Arch of Titus, Upper Via Sacra, Rome—Carole Raddato /  
[CC BY-SA 2.0] Wikimedia

p. 9 Arch of Titus, relief Jerusalem treasure, Forum Romanum, Rome, 
Italy—Jebulon / [CC0]

• P.Oxy.LXXVIII 5129. Justin Martyr, First Apology 50.12, 51.4-5. W. B. Henry. 
Papyrology Rooms, Sackler Library, Oxford—Oxyrhynchus Online

p. 10 Charles Rohrbacher, Icon of SAINT Justin Martyr. 1999, Anaheim, 
CA—Courtesy of ST. Justin Martyr Roman Catholic Church

p. 11 SAINT Irenaeus of Lyons—World History Archive /  
Alamy Stock Photo

• Christ with donkey’s head, “Alexamenos worships his god,” Wall 
carving, between AD 192 and 235. Rome, Museo Palatino—akg-images

• Catacombs of Santa Savinilla, Nepi, Viterbo, Lazio, Italy— 
robertharding / Alamy Stock Photo

pp. 12, 13 Baptistry wall paintings: Christ Healing the Paralytic, 
Good Shepherd and Adam and Eve, Christ Walking on Water. c. AD 
232, Syria—Yale University Art Gallery

• Remains of the Christian church, Dura-Europos, Syria— 
agefotostock / Alamy Stock

p. 13 Henry Pearson, Isometric Drawing of the Christian Baptistry—
Dura-Europos Collection / Yale University Art Gallery

• Baptismal Font, Christian Building. Excavation Photograph—
Dura-Europos Collection / Yale University Art Gallery

p. 14 Origen Illustration. c. 1160, Clm 17092, fol. 130v—Catalog of the 
illuminated manuscripts of the Bavarian State Library in Munich

• Bust of Decius, Capitoline Museums—© José Luiz Bernardes Ribeiro 
/ [CC BY-SA 4.0] Wikimedia

• Aurelia Bellias, Libellus of the Decian Persecution, June 21, 250 AD, 
Egypt. P.Mich.inv. 263; Recto—Papyrology Collection / University of 
Michigan Library

• Briton Rivière, A Roman Holiday, 1881. Oil on Canvas. National 
Gallery of Victoria—Public domain, Wikimedia

• Papyrus Bodmer VIII—Papyrus 72, original from the Vatican 
Apostolic Library; end of the First Letter of Peter and beginning 
of the Second Letter of Peter—Vatican Apostolic Library / Public 
domain, Wikimedia

p. 15 Osservanza Master, Saint Anthony, the Abbot in the Wilderness, 
1435—FineArt / Alamy Stock Photo

• The anchronites, Trinity Chapel in Lublin, West wall nave—Hans A. 
Rosbach / [CC-BY-SA 3.0, CC BY-SA 3.0] Wikimedia

p. 16 Head of Statue of Diocletian, Roman 
Asia Minor, c. 295 to 300. Art Institute of 

Chicago—Sailko / [CC BY 3.0] Wikimedia

• Henryk Siemiradzki, Scene of 
the Martyrdom of the First 

Christians, 1885. Oil on Canvas—
Public domain / National Digital 
Museum in Warsaw

• Saint Gregory the Illumi-
nator and Agathangelos 
before King Tiridates, 1569. 
Matenadaran—Public 
domain, Wikimedia

p. 17 Monasterio Khor Virap, 
Armenia, 2016—Diego Delso / 

[CC BY-SA 4.0] delso.photo

p. 18 Menologion of Basil II, Peter 
the Archbishop of Alexandria. 

985, Constantinople. Vat. gr. 1613, p. 
205—© Biblioteca Apostolica Vaticana

• Battle of Milvian Bridge, Relief, Arch of 
Constantine, Rome—Dietmar Rabich / [CC BY-SA 4.0] 

Wikimedia

• Fragments from a colossal statue of Constantine the Great 
(marble). Musei Capitolini, Rome, Italy—Vincenzo Pirozzi / Bridgeman 
Images

p. 19 Domenico Tasselli, Reconstruction of the interior of Old St 
Peter’s. 1500 to 1550, Sacresty, Basilica di San Pietro, Vatican—Public 
domain, visit-VaticanCity.com

p. 20 Tombs of Mirian III and Nana of Iberia, Samtavro Monastery—
George Yakovlev / [CC BY-SA 2.0] Wikimedia

• Detail: Icon with Six Saints, the First Council of Nicaea and the 
Forty Martyrs of Sebaste. 18th c., Balkan (Romania?). egg tempera 
with gold leaf on wood prepared with cloth and gesso. 1994,0102.7—
[CC BY-NC-SA 4.0] © The Trustees of the British Museum

p. 21 P.Oxy.XVII 2067, Nicene Creed, ed. A. S. Hunt. Papyrology Rooms, 
Sackler Library, Oxford—Oxyrhynchus Online 

• Page from the Codex Sinaiticus (vellum), 4th c. AD, Monastery 
of Saint Catherine, Mount Sinai, Egypt—Photo © Zev Radovan / 
Bridgeman Images

• ST. Catherine Monastery and Surrounding Mountains Panorama, 
2011—KaiAbuSir / [CC BY-SA 3.0] Wikimedia

p. 22 Gold coin with Half-Length busts of Ezanas, flanked by two 
wheat-stalks, the whole in a beaded circle; Obverse: Crowned, 
holding stick or sceptre; Reverse: wearing headcloth, holding 
branch. c. 340 to 400, Aksum, Tigray, Ethiopia—© The Trustees of the 
British Museum

• Mosaic of Saint Ambrose, Capilla San Vitore, Milan, Italy—Album / 
Alamy Stock Photo.

• Michael Damaskenos, Saint AthanasiuS, 16th c.—Public domain, 
Wikimedia

p. 23 Plate with Shapur II in hunting scene, Iran, Sasanian period, 4th 
century AD, silver and gilt. Arthur M. Sackler Gallery—Daderot / 
[CC0] Wikimedia

p. 24 Vazelon Monastery, main building. c. 270 to 317 AD, Pontic  
Mountains, Turkey—Ingo Leonard / [CC BY-SA 4.0] Wikimedia

• SAINT Basil the Great and SAINT Gregory Fresco, 10th to 11th c., 
Eski Gumus Monastery, Cappadocia, Turkey—G. Dagli Orti /© NPL-DeA 
Picture Library / Bridgeman Images

• Codex Argenteus, “Gothic Silver Bible,” f.16v. c. 500. Uppsala  
University Library—Public domain, Wikimedia

p. 25 Gregory of Nazianzus addresses the emperor Theodosius I. 
Greek 510, f.239r. 879 to 883—National Library of France / [CC BY-SA 
4.0] Wikimedia Commons

p. 26 The First Council of Constantinople, wall painting at the 
church of Stavropoleos, Bucharest, Romania.—Kostisl / Public 
domain, Wikimedia

• Prophet Mani on Manichaean Seal, Convex face. 3rd c., Syria. Rock 
crystal—National Library of France

p. 27 Benozzo Gossoli, Scenes from the life of Saint Augustine: Saint 
Augustine Triumphs over the Heretic Fortunato, Saint Augustine in 
his study with a vision of Saint Jerome, SAINT Ambrose baptizes St. 
Augustine, Saint Augustine reading the epistles of Saint Paul. 1460s, 
S. Agostino, San Gimignano, Italy—Scala / Art Resource, NY

p. 28 Taddeo Crivelli, Saint Jerome in the Desert, mid-15th c.— 
Getty Center / Public domain, Wikimedia

• Boris Anrep, St. Patrick on the Hill of Slane. 1948, Cathedral of 
Christ the King, Mullingar, Ireland—Photo: Rev Robert McCabe / 
Used by kind permission of St Finian’s Diocesan Trust

p. 29 The Fourth Ecumenical Council, the Council of Chalcedon. 
Narthex fresco, Church of Saint Athanasius the Athonite, Great 
Lavra, Mount Athos—Courtesy unitedeuropeanchristendom.com

p. 30 Binding Abbā Garimā Gospel. 6th C., Tegrāy, Ethiopia—ETHIOPIAN 
HERITAGE FUND / HMML Reading Room (vhmml.org)

• The murals of the Abuna Yemata Guh rock hewn church. Tigray, 
Ethiopia—Melnik Vladimir Mikhailovich / [CC BY 4.0] Wikimedia

p. 31 SAINT Mark, Spread with SAINT Luke, Abbā Garimā Gospel 2.  
6th C., Tegrāy, Ethiopia—ETHIOPIAN HERITAGE FUND / HMML Reading 
Room (vhmml.org)

• Abuma Yemata Entrance, Tigray, Ethiopia. 2020—Evan Williams /  
[CC BY-SA 4.0] Wikimedia

Timeline INSIDE The healing of a bleeding woman, Rome, Catacombs 
of Marcellinus and Peter. 4th c.—Unknown author / Public domAin, 
Wikimedia

• Madonna and Child. HAGIA Sophia—© Doug Johnson, used by 
permission

• Attr. Dunois Master, Martyrdom of St Mark the Evangelist. 
1443–1445, Paris. Chester Beatty Library W 082, f.270r—Public domain, 
Wikimedia

• Jaume Huguet, The Crucifixion of Saint Peter. 15th c. Museum of Fine 
Arts Ghent—[CC0] Wikimedia

• Krak des Chevaliers Crusader Castle, Syria—© Vyacheslav  
Argenberg / [CC BY 4.0] Wikimedia

• Giotto, SAINT Francis Preaching before Honorius III. Before 1337, 
Basilica of San Francesco d’Assisi—Public domain, Wikimedia

• Page from the manuscript Sermones of Innocent III. Early 13th c. 
Prague, Národni knihovna, XXIII F 144 (Lobkowitz 406; formerly  
Weissenau Monastery)—Unknown author / Public domain, Wikimedia

• Étienne Dupérac, Speculum Romanae Magnificentiae: Longitudinal 
Section Showing the Interior of Saint Peter’s Basilica as Conceived 
by Michelangelo. 1596. Metropolitan Museum of Art—[CC0] Wikimedia

• Sculpture Symbolizing Ecumenical Movement, World Council of 
Churches. 1968, Geneva.—MHM55 / [CC BY-SA 4.0] Wikimedia

Timeline Outside  Christ Pantocrator Mosaic, Hagia Sophia,  
Istanbul, Turkey—© Doug Johnson, used by permission

p. 34 Emperor Iustinianus and his suite, Basilica of San Vitale, 
Ravenna, Emilia-Romagna, Italia—Roger Culos / [CC BY-SA 3.0] 
Wikimedia

• Mosaic of Theodora, Basilica of San Vitale, Ravenna—Petar 
Milošević / [CC BY-SA 4.0] Wikimedia

p. 35 Christ as Warrior Mosaic, Archiepiscopal Chapel, Ravenna—
Incola / [CC BY-SA 4.0] Wikimedia

p. 36 Christ Pantocrator Mosaic, Hagia Sophia, Istanbul, Turkey— 
© Doug Johnson, used by permission

p. 37 Wilhelm Salzenberg, Old Christian Monuments of  
Constantinople from the V. to the XII. Century. Plates IX and 
XXI—Images courtesy of the Cracow University of Technology 
Digital Library.

p. 38 View of Iona Abbey and Mull in background—allan wright / 
Alamy Stock Photo

• Gregory I, Antiphonary of Hartker of Sankt Gallen, Cod. Sang. 390,  
p. 13. c. 1000, Monastery of Saint Gall—Public domain, Wikimedia

p. 39 Yan Liben, Emperor Taizong gives an audience to the  
ambassador of Tibet. 641 AD, Tang Dynasty—Public domain, Wikimedia

• Saint Columba, Iona Abbey, interior, view of stained glass  
window—Tom Parnell / [CC BY-SA 4.0] Wikimedia

• Mural from Nestorian Temple at Kocho: The Celebration of Palm 
Sunday. 7th to 8th c., Xinjiang, China. Colors on Clay—National 
Museums in Berlin, Museum of Asian Art / CC BY-NC-SA 4.0

p. 40 Bewcastle Cross, South and East Faces. 685 to 730 AD, Cumbria, 
England—Doug Sim / [CC BY-SA 3.0] Wikimedia

• The Galloway Hoard pectoral cross, Trewhiddle style, 9th c. 
Silver, gold, niello and animal gut. X.2018.12.23.—National Museums 
Scotland

p. 41 Whitby Abbey—Clementp.fr / [CC BY-SA 4.0] Wikimedia Commons

• Charles Martel at Battle of Tours, Great Chronicles of France—
Levan Ramishvili from Tbilisi, Georgia /Public domain, Wikimedia

• The famous discussion between the Nestorian Patriarch Timothy 
I and the ‘Abbasid Caliph Mahdi. Syriac and Garshuni manuscripts: 
Mingana 17—The Mingana Collection of Middle Eastern Manuscripts 
/ Cadbury Research Library: Special Collections, University of 
Birmingham

p. 42 Photograph of the Nestorian Stele, near Xi’an, China. 1859 to 
1900. Gift of Benjamin Smith Lyman, 1896—Penn Museum

• Nestorian monk Jingjing, Nestorian Stele, Headstone. Facsimile—
Public domain, Wikimedia Commons

• Equestrian statuette of Charlemagne, 9th c., Bronze. Louvre 
Museum—© Marie-Lan Nguyen / [CC-BY 2.5] Wikimedia Commons

p. 43 The Book of Kells, f.29r—Used by permission of The Board of 
Trinity College Dublin

p. 44 Icon of Saints Cyril & Methodius, 19th C., Russia—Artemis 
Gallery / invaluable.com

• Great Moravian silver cross with the image of the crucified 
Christ. 9th c., Mikulcice, Czech Republic—Azoor Photo / Alamy Stock 
Photo

P. 45 Cluny Abbey, May 2012—Michal Osmenda / [CC BY 2.0] Wikimedia

Max Pointner, issue writer and image 
researcher at CH, has an undergraduate 
degree in art history from Wheaton. He 
teaches history, literature, and Latin 
at Charis Classical Academy in 
Madison, Wisconsin and directs 
the Charis theater program. He 
and his wife, Madeleine, are 
expecting their first child.

Sandro Botticelli, Saint Augustine  

in His Study, 1480
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p. 46 Johann Leberecht Eggink, Prince Vladimir chooses a religion 
in 988. 1822, Oil on Canvas—Latvian National Museum of Art / Public 
domain, Wikimedia

• Kievan Rus, Vladimir I Svyatoslavich the Great, Type III. Struck  
c. 1010 to 1015—Courtesy Classical Numismatic Group

• Saint Vladimir the Great with Saints Boris and Gleb, 1640s,  
Dormition Cathedral, Yaroslavl, Russia—Azoor Photo / Alamy Stock 
Photo

P. 47 Theotokos of Vladimir, 12th c.—Tretyakov Gallery / Public 
domain, Wikimedia

P. 48 Bishop Petros with Saint Peter, Faras. 974 to 997. Tempera on 
Plaster—National Museum in Warsaw / Public domain, Wikimedia

P. 48, 49 Ivories: Ivory Plaque with the Crucifixion. c. 1000, Cologne, 
Germany; Plaque with Agnus Dei on a Cross between Emblems of the 
Four Evangelists. 1000 to 1050, Benevento (?), Italy; Icon with the  
Virgin and Child. 10th to 11th C., Constantinople?; Pectoral with 
Christ and the Lamb of God and the Symbols of the Four  
Evangelists. 1000 to 1050, near Saint-Omer. Walrus ivory with 
gilt-copper sheets and copper alloy pin; Icon with the Crucifixion. 
mid-10th c., Constantinople; Tusk Fragment with Christ Enthroned. 
810 to 1010 A.D., Egypt. Gifts of J. Pierpont Morgan, 1917—Public 
domain, The Metropolitan Museum of Art

p. 50 Goðafoss, Iceland. 2020—Jonathan Miske / [CC BY-SA 2.0] Wikimedia

• Eyrarland statue of god Thor. c.1000, Iceland. Bronze. National 
Museum of Iceland, Reykjavik—Ray Swi-hymn / [CC BY-SA 2.0] Wikimedia

• Landscape is the altar. Þorgeirskirkja by the lake Ljósavatn, 
Iceland. 2009—© Kristin Sig / Flickr 

p. 51 Þingvellir, Iceland. 2003—Jerzy Strzelecki / [CC BY 3.0 ] Wikimedia

p. 52 Anselm of Canterbury, Orationes: St. Anselm gives Mathilde his 
work. 1160, Diocese of Salzburg. Admont, Stiftsbibliothek, Ms. 289, 
fol. 1v—Public domain, Wikimedia

• Consecration of the high altar of the Cluny abbey church by 
Pope Urban II, 25 October 1095. Miscellanea secundum usum ordinis 
Cluniacensis. 1190, BNF, Lat. 17716, fol. 91—Public domain, Wikimedia

p. 53 Basilica of San Miniato al Monte. Florence, Italy—Xosema /  
[CC BY-SA 4.0] Wikimedia

p. 54 Le Chevalier au cygne, chanson de geste. 13th c., French. Ms 
3139 fol. 176v— National Library of France, Arsenal Library 

• Fr 22495 f.43 Battle between Crusaders and Moslems, from Le 
Roman de Godefroi de Bouillon. 14thc., France. Vellum—Bridgeman 
Images

p. 55 Sword, double-edged with a single broad fuller. 13th c. 
Europe. Iron—© The Trustees of the British Museum

• Crusader Sword. Discovered by Shlomi Katzin.—Smithsonian  
Magazine / Nir Disteleld / Israel Antiquities Authority

• Le Roman de Godefroi de Bouillon: The Council of Clermont and 
The Arrival of Pope Urban II in France. 14th c. French. Vellum. Ms Fr 
22495 Fol.15—© Bibliotheque Nationale, Paris / Bridgeman Images

p. 56 Saint Bernard of Clairvaux. 13th c. Museo de Mallorca, Palma, 
Mallorca, Spain—© Iberfoto / Bridgeman Images

• Basilica of Saint Denis, Nave. Saint-Denis, Paris, France—Capture 11 
Photography / Jonathan Braid / Alamy Stock Photo

p. 57 Stained glass window in Notre-Dame de Chartres cathedral, 
facade: the birth of Christ—Vassil / Public domain, Wikimedia

P. 58 Peter Lombard, Liber Quatuor Sententiarum. c. 1160, France. 
Vellum. Bibliotheque Municipale, Valenciennes, France—Bridgeman 
Images

• Biete Ghiorgis from ETHIOPIA | Injera, Prehistoric Birds and Church 
of St. George, 2016. Lalibela, Ethiopia—VideoVision360 / YouTube.com

• Processional Cross. 13th to 14th c., Ethiopia. Bronze. Purchase, 2005 
Benefit Fund, 2011—Public Domain, The Metropolitan Museum of Art

p. 59 Bet Abba Libanos. Lalibela, Ethiopia. 2009—Damien Halleux  
Radermecker / [CC BY-SA 2.0] Wikimedia

• Abba Libanos, Facade. Lalibela, Ethiopia. 2006—ctsnow / [CC BY 2.0] 
Wikimedia

p. 60 Giotto Di Bondone, Scenes from the Life of Saint Francis: Pope 
Innocent III Confirming the Rules of the Order of Saint Francis. 
Upper Church, S. Francesco, Assisi, Italy. Fresco—Alfredo Dagli Orti 
/ Art Resource, NY

• Santiago de Compostela: Cathedral at night. 2006— 
Yearofthedragon / [CC BY-SA 3.0] Wikimedia

p. 61 Christ Church Cathedral, Nave. Oxford, England—Photo by 
David Iliff / [CC BY-SA 3.0] Wikimedia

p. 62 Fourth Lateran Council from Mare historiarum ab orbe 
condito ad annum Christi 1250. 15th C. Ms. Latin 4915, f.398v—National 
Library of France

p. 63 Pope Innocent III. Mid-13th century, Monastery of Sacro Speco 
of Saint Benedict, Subiaco, Rome. Fresco—Carlo Raso / Public 
domain, Wikimedia

• Lippo Memmi and Francesco Traini, Apotheosis of Saint Thomas 
Aquinas. 1363—Sailko / [CC BY 3.0] Wikimedia

• Thomas Aquinas, Summa theologica. 1280, Paris. Parchment. Cod. 
Bodmer 161, f.213r—[CC BY-NC 4.0] Cologny, Fondation Martin Bodmer

p. 64 Unknown artist, A Seated Portrait of Ming Emperor Taizu.  
Mid-14th c., Ming Dynasty, China. Silk. National Palace Museum— 
Public domain, Wikimedia

• Fox & Geese misericord, Etchingham church. c. 1375, East Sussex, 
Great Britain—© Copyright Julian P. Guffogg [CC BY-SA 2.0]

• Fox and goose misericord, St Davids Cathedral interior,  
Pembrokeshire National Park, Wales, Cymru, United Kingdom— Peter 
Barritt / Alamy Stock Photo

p. 65 A fox stealing a goose misericord. S 10, Ripon Cathedral— 
© Glass Angel / flickr

• John Wycliffe, New Testament. Late 14th c., England. MS Hunter 191, 
ff104v-105r—used by permission of University of Glasgow Archives & 
Special Collections

p. 66 Andrey Rublëv, Holy Trinity Icon. 1425-1427, Trinity Lavra of St. 
Sergius Monastery, Russia. Tempera on Wood. Tretyakov Gallery—
Public domain, Wikimedia

p. 67 Anonymous, Andrei Rublev painting the Cathedral of the Savior 
in the Andronikov Monastery from Personal Life of St. Sergius.  
c. 1592. M.8663, fol. 230—Russian State Library, Moscow / Public 
domain, Wikimedia

• Ulrich Richental, Chronicle of the Council of Constance: King 
Sigismund and Pope John XXIII agree on the location of the council 
in Lodi. 1460–1464, Prague. XVI.A.17, f.114v-115r—courtesy of National 
Library of the Czech Republic

p. 68 Siege of Constantinople, Church of Moldovița Monastery, 
southern facade. 1535, Romania—Dirk D. / [CC BY-SA 3.0] Wikimedia

• 1454 Sophia, Constantinople. 2019. Illustration—Orlenov /  
[CC BY-SA 4.0] Wikimedia

p. 69 Jean Le Tavernier, Voyage en la terre d’oultre mer. 1455,  
Flanders. Français 9087, View 426—National Library of France

p. 70 Cell in San Marco, Florence. 2016—Dimitris Kamaras / [CC BY 2.0] 
Wikimedia

• Duomo, from the terrace of the Medici hotel. June 2014—Sailko / 
[CC BY 3.0] Wikimedia

p. 71 Sandro Botticelli and workshop, Virgin and Child with Saint 
John the Baptist. c. 1490, Italy. Tempera and oil on panel—Public 
domain, Wikimedia

• attr. Marco della Robbia, Bust of Gerolamo Savonarola. 1498—
Antonio Quattrone / Museum of San Marco

p. 72 Facsimile of a page of The Gutenberg Bible or 42-line Bible, 
1454—history_docu_photo / Alamy Stock Photo

p. 73 Pedro Berruguete, Saint Dominic Presiding over an Auto-da-fe. 
1495, Spain. Oil on panel. Museo del Prado—Public domain, Wikimedia

• Theodor de Bry, Les Grands Voyages: Christopher Columbus. 1596. 
Engraving—Rawpixel / [CC BY-SA 4.0] Wikimedia Commons

p. 74 Bartolomé de las Casas, Brief account of the destruction 
of the Indies. 1552.—John Carter Brown Library / Public domain, 
Wikimedia

• after Jacques Grasset de Saint-Sauveur, Personnages de Juida: 
King of Congo. Late 18th c.—Rama / Public domain, Wikimedia

p. 75 Ceiling of the Sistine chapel, Vatican City, Vatican, May 31, 2019—
James Byard / Alamy Stock Photo

p. 76 Schleitheimer confession, printed by Peter Schöfferthe 
younger. 1527, Worms—Picture Museum Schleitheimertal

• Ludwig Rabus, Histories of the Holy Chosen Ones of God’s 
Witnesses: Luther at the Diet of Worms before the Emperor and 
Elector, 1521. 1557, Strasbourg—akg-images

• Martin Luther, Ninety-Five Theses. 1517, Nuremberg. Printed by  
Hieronymus Höltzel—[Library of Congress], World Digital Library

p. 77  Lucas Cranach the Elder, Martin Luther as an Augustinian 
Monk. 1520. Engraving— [CC0] Wikimedia

p. 78 after Michael Herr, The Unchanged Augsburgian Confession 
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